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AUG 11 2015

The Honorable Judith T. Won Pat, Ed.D.
Speaker

I Mina'trentai Tres Na Liheslafuran Guihan
155 Hesler Place

Hagdtfa, Guam 96910

RE: Committee Report on the Appointment of Matthew L.G. Sablan

Hafa Adai Speaker Won Pat:

The Committee on Rules; Federal, Foreign & Micronesian Affairs; Human and Natural Resources,
Election Reform, and Capitol District hereby reports out its findings and recommendations on the
appointment of Matthew L.G. Sablan to serve as Director of the Department of Agriculture, Length of
Term: To serve at the pleasure of the Governor.

Committee votes are as follows:

Vg TO CONFIRM
7}»?/ TO NOT CONFIRM
) TO REPORT OUT ONLY
gf*& ’
; TO ABSTAIN
fé TO PLACE IN INACTIVE FILE

Very Truly Yours,
iy - 1 s
JlnyJ [iesprse

Rory J. Respicio

155 Hesler Place » Hagitfia, Guam 96910 « (671)472-7679 » Fax: (671)472-3547  roryforguam@gmail.com
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To: All Members

From: Senator Rory J. Respicio 7
Committee Chairperson

Subject: Committee Report — Appointment of Matthew L.G. Sablan

Transmitted herewith for your consideration is the Committee Report on the appointment of Matthew
L.G. Sablan to serve as Director of the Department of Agriculture, Length of Term: To serve at the
pleasure of the Governor.

This report includes the following supporting documents:

+ Committee Vote Sheet

¢« Committee Report Digest

» Copy of the Appointment Letter to the Speaker

» Copy of the Appointment Packet and Supporting Documents
¢ Public Hearing Sign-in Sheet

* Copies of Written Testimony and Supporting Documents

s Referral of the Appointment

e Notices of Public Hearing

s TPublic Hearing Agenda

+ Related News Reports

Please take the appropriate action on the attached voting sheet. Your attention to this matter is greatly
appreciated. Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.

St Yu'os Ma'dse!

155 Hesler Place » Hagatfia, Guam 96910 » (671}472-7679 * Fax: (671}472-3547 * roryforguam@gmail.com
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FIUMAN & NATURAL RESOURCES, ELECTION REFORM, AND CAFITOL IRSTRICT R

SENATOR RORY J. RESPICIO

COMMITTEE VOTING SHEET

APPOINTEE: MATTHEW L.G. SABLAN
POSITION: DIRECTOR
AGENCY: DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

LENGTH OF TERM: TO SERVE AT THE PLEASURE OF THE GOVERNOR

Tina Rose Muiia Barnes
Member
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i OVERVIEW

The Committee on Rules, Federal, Foreign and Micronesian Affairs; Human and Natural Resources, Election Reform, and Capitel District convened o
public hearing on Wednesday, July 15, 2015 at 10:00 AM. in the Public Hearing Room of [ Likeslafuran Guahun, Among the items on the agenda was the
consideration of the appointtnent of Mr. Matthew L.G. Sablan to serve as the Director of the Department of Agriculture fLength of Term: To serve at

the pleasure of the Governor whose appointment history is as fotlows:

+  Appomnted by Governor Eddie Baza Calvo on May 13, 2015
e« Appointment packet torwarded to ] Likesiafure on May 13, 2015
*«  Packet forwarded fo this committee for public consideration on May 14, 2015,

Public Notice Requirements
Nutices were disseminated via e-mail and facsimile to all senators and all main media broadcasting outlets on july 8, 2015 (3-Day Notice), and again on

&

July 18, 2015 {48-Four Notice), thereby meeting the noticing requirements of the Open Government Law. Notices were also transmitted to various

stakeholders,

Senators Present

Sermator Rory §. Respicie, Chairperson

Speaker fudith T. Won Pat, BEd.D., Bx-Officio Member
Senator Nerissa B Underwood, Member

Senator V. Anthony Ada, Member

Senator James V. Espaldon

Senator Thomas A. Morrison

il SUMMARY QF TESTIMONY & DISCUSSION
1. Mr FL.G. Sablan, Provided Oral Testimony in Support of the Appointment.
2, My Mel Hennegan, Guam National Guard, Provided Oral Testimony In Support of the Appointment.

3. Michael Reves, Department of Agriculture, Provided Written and Oral Testimony In Support of the Appointment. (Please see aitached for
written festimony. )

4. Mr. Jessie Palican, Deputy Director, Department of Agriculture, Provided Written and Oral Testimony In Support of the Appointment.
{Please sve altuched for writlen teslimony }

3. Mr Ray Torres, Citizen, Provided Written and Ozl Testimony In Support of the Appointment. {Please see affached for written toslimony.

6. Mr. Eric Palacios, Administrator, Guam Environmental Protection Agency, Provided Oral Testimony In Support of the Appointment.

7. Mr Mark Aguon, Department of Agriculture, Provided (ral Testimony In Sapport of the Appointment.

8. Mr. Nathan Rios, Department of Agriculture, Provided Written and Oral Testimony In Support of the Appointment. {Ploase see aHached for

wrilien festinorg
4. Mg Felix Benavente, Department of Public Works, Provided Oral Testimoeny In Support of the Appointment.
10, Mrs. Samantha Sablan, Custom Fitness, In Support of the Appointiment.
11, Mr Paul Clares, Custom Fitness, In Support of the Appointment.
12, Ms. Georgette Sablan, Ambros, In Support of the Appointment.
13. Mz Pedro A. Leon Guerrero, Guam Customs and (Juarantine Agency, Provided Oral Testimony in Support of the Appointment.
14. Senator Ted Naisen, Citizen, Provided Oral Testimony in Support of the Appointment.
15, Mr. Mike Borja, Department of Land Management, Provided Ozal Testimony in Support of the Appointment.
16, Mr. Kristopher Castro, Department of Agricalture, Provided Oral Testimeny in Support of the Appointment
17. Matthew E.G. Sablan, Nominee, Provided Writken and Oral Testimonv in Support of his Appointment.

Chairman Senator Rory | Respicio called the public hearing for the appointment of Mr, Matthew L.G. Sablan to serve as the Director of the

Drepartment of Agriculiure to order at 105 A M. and invited the panel to testify,

Mr. F.L.G. Sablan

Lam here 01 support of Mr. Sablan as Director of Agricolture. Vve krown him all myv He, he g my vou

wger brother. { can honestly tell vou that you

couldn’t of found a better person for this position. He is an honest, hardworking man, He has that attitude of 7let’s get things done.” Thank vou

Mr. Mel Hennegan

ars Command Sargent Major Mel Hennegan, the Senior Enlisted Officer for the Guars Neational Guard,  was nominated by Maior General Pauline and
ard in 1985, He was an

novw [ work for General Leon Guerrero. D want to give a verbal testimony on Matthew Sablan, whe came into the National
instrumental part of growth, especially when we were still in the Fort Juan Muns. He was always in the training and operations arena. Fle grew up in
the Regional Training Institute, an area where the basic training soldiers would come in prior o the training in the US. He was apart of that. He led a lot
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of our soldiers who are the leaders today. The Guam Guard i a very robust and high paced organization. We've done deployments from Alpha, Bravo,
Charlie, Delta and was part of a very long deplovment of 16 months. He did a great job in the training and operations making sure the unit was in place.
We've gone to Afghanistan and Iraq as a platoon. Mai? Sablan’s biggest highlight was when he took on a mission to go to Mindanao, He was matched
up with a voung platoon leader, He was the soundboard of that platoon, | can say that by the grace of God, we picked the right leader o match up with

of 27

a voung leader. When they came back, the moral was incredibly high, Mait was part of thelr lives and was part of all that, He served a total of 27 vears. |

felt Like it was important for me to highlight his military career. | firmly believe he will do a great job.

Senator Respicio thanked his for his testimony and his service.

Michael Reyes (F ttachud for writlen teshmony, |

Mz, Jessie Palican (Plogse sve aHached for wrilten testimony)

Me. Ray Torres ¢ Please sev attached for woritien festimony )

Myr. Eric Palacios

Good morping, 1 am the Administrator of the Guam £
Sablan as the Director of Agricubture. I've known him {or a short amount of time since we've been colleagues in the Cabinet, but [ can really say that his
comumitment to move the island forward with the issues at his Deparément and natoral resources. With all the Agriculture professionals here today, it
volumies of his capabilities and qualifications to move forward. 1 fully support his appointment.

rvironmental Protection Agency and [ am here today to offer testimony in support of Mr. Matt

Mark Aguon

Adai. Since My, Sablan has come to the department, Mr. Sablan knows what it wans 1o be » public servant. We had maj
.
i

when he first asrived. Working with him, | knew we were working in the right direction. § fully support him. The moral at the Departinent has gone up.

sues hif the department

The Divisiens have seen the light at the end of the tunnel, We've seen a rough history. Senator Respicie, he wants to work with vour Office. Please

confirm hiny today.
Mr. Nathan Rios {Please see atbached for written testimony.)

Mr. Felix Benavente
Fam here to provide testimony. [ have known him for 30 years at the Department of Public Works, Matthew was a quiet, eager to learn young man. He
had a curious way of oeking at things. He worked himself to be 2 Planner 1-4. He is a good team player and knew how to make teams. He had a way to
Matthew and hig profes

wnal development,

get work done. Talso worked with him in last two storms, Lam proud o know
Speaker Judith Wan Pat commented on the protection of the island environment and natural resources. She encouraged the Guam Environmental
Protection Agency to work closely with the Department of Agriculture. She highlighted the tssue of food mitigation in Tumeoen and noted that it was
rare to see conservation officers testifying. She congratulated the new recruits of conservation officers,

Protection of island environment and natural resources

Mr. Torres stated that he hopes the rhino beetle issue is addressed more,

Chairman Respicio invited the next panel to festify,

Mr. Pedro A. Leon Guerrers

I am the Birector of Guam Customs and Quarantine Agency. [ am here to strong recommend the confirmation of Mr. Matthew Sablan. 1 first met Matt

15 vears ago at the Father Duenas Memorial Sch ies o work with Mr. Sablan w
he was the Depity and now the Acting Pirector of the Departiment of Agricuiiure. We worked together on the first shipment of cattle coming i, We

T

ool when our sons plaved football together. [ had several opportunit

were each other’s backup. He is very people-frendiy and communicates well with his subordinates.

Senator Ted Nelson

Today iz one of the most enjovable public hearings that U've attended, The entire Department is here (o support him. You can see how effeciive U

young man is. He can get his troeps together. There is high morale. | congratulate him, He is looking for the best line of people who cary stand up and

erwonrage and support the people of Guam. That is an oulstanding characteristic. There are various legislation that are in the books that can be

implemented i order to make the Departiment more effective. We meed to help the Chamaorro people and the focal farmers. There is legislation v
i

feel in

dand.

introduced which 1t mandating that the Goverrunent of Guam shall procure, ed the boat on tourism and economy of the

|

mich: is being produced. We need to focus on the fishing rights If you have any problems, get together and talk in making this island » better place.

ave m

intent of the legislalion. We need fo ba

arder to b

7 our people, ask the nominee o ollow up on

rom our local people. We need to find out how

With a new Director and Deputy, this island will be a better place. Thank vou.
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Mr. Mike Borja
Matt Sablan will be a froitful asset on many wavs o profect our workers and people of Guam, especially o issues of brohazard such a5 the fire ants,

These small creatures have changed the caleulations on lands and properties being used.

Mr. Kristopher Castro, Department of Agriculture, Provided Oral Testimony in Support of the Appcimmeat
¥ the Acting Director. As the saving goes, “Rome was not built m seven days.” With the leadership with which he provides

You see

Lam in full support
the big changes on how the moral s 1 just wani to thank him. I've been in for a little of nine vears. Seeing him as a beader, he has the potential to bring
this Department to a new era. Thank you

Chairman Respicie called appomtes upy Mr. Matthew L.G. Sablan gave the nomdnee the opportunity to provide testimony before the Commitlee.

Mr. Matthew L., Sablan

{ Blease see attached for writion fes

iy b

ted that we have to be data driven and find out how much

Chairman Respicio thanked the nominee and Governor Calvo for his appeintment. He
produce we are importing,

Mr, Matthew Sablan said he would check and work with Dr. Campbell on data yvield serving on cyde of crops and oritical information on the

importation of produce,
Chairman Respicio opened the floor to the senators for questions.

Speaker Won Fat brought up the topic of pest control and for the Acting Director to take note of the issues. She asked w0 bring In experts and

professionaly to work with neighboring islands in regards to dimate change to make recommending changes and also focus on indigencus fishing

rights.

Senator V. Anthony Ada thanked Mr. Sablan for taking the Governor's call and again thanked him for his many vears of service to our island. He noted
his military experience makes him a good leader which will help his Department go where he would want them 0 go. He said that he gives his full
support on Mr. Sablan's nemination.

Senator James Espaldon said that he appreciated the Department of Agriculiure’s men for coming down to the Legislature fo testify. He said that Mr,
Sablan bring a high level of comfort. He noted he was a farmer for five vears of his life and understands the challenges that go info agriculture busin
forveard to working

comservation and protection of natural resources. He oxpressed that My, Sablan has the characteristios of a good leader and lo
with him.

Senator Thomas Morrison congratulated the nominee and shared that he has witnessed his experience first hand and style. He said that evervthing that
has been said about him is brue,

No further msfzfrwm being offered, Chairman Respicio then declared that appointment for Mr. Matthew L.G. Sablan to serve as the Director of the
feulture was duly heard. The public hearing concluded at 12:09 F.ML

e

L WRITTEN TESTIMONY

1. Michael Reves, Department of Agricuiture, Provided Written and Oral Testimony In Support of the Appoinkment.
wrilten festivony
Mr. Jessie Palican, Department of Agriculture, Provided Written and Oral Testimony In Support of the Appointment, (Flease see att
writen testimony. )

[

3. Mr Ray Torres, Citizen, Provided Written and Oral Testimony In Sapport of the Appointment. (Please
Frar
writen lestimoni 4

Mayor June U. Blas and Vice Mayor Jessie P, Bautista, Barrigada, Provided Written Testimony In Support the Appointment. (Please see

':Jl

IV, EENINNGS ANTD RECOMMENDATIONS
The Committes on Rules, Federal, Foretgr and Micronesian Affaiss; Human and Natural Rescurces, Election Reform, and Capitol District heret
out the appointment of My Matthew L.G. Sablan fo serve as the Director of the Department of Agriculiure with the recommendatior

e 3%“!?‘:,'%

IV EE

o
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EDDIE BAZA CALVO

Gorvernay

Ray TEXORIO

Livwtenant Governor
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Honorable Judith T. Won Pat, Ed.D. 2513 5
Speaker Date: . 5 _

I Mina'trenttar Tres Na Liheslaturan Gudhan
155 Hesler Street )
Hagatfia, Guam 96910 Receined B

FETLLEN

Dear Madame Speaker:
By virtue of the authority vested in me pursuant to the Organic Act of Guam and
the local laws applicable to the following position, [ am pleased to transmit the
following appointment and supporting documents for:

APPOINTEE: Matthew L.G. Sablan

POSITION: Director, Department of Agriculture

TERM LENGTH: To serve at the pieasure of the Governot
The appointiment is subject to the consent of [ Lihesiaturan Gudhan. Please
schedule a hearing at your earliest convenience.

Senseramente,

EDDIE BAZA CALVO

P Bon 298« Magama, Ciuarmn 96930

Ve Ty AT AR s A T AT TR ¢ gon ot gant soy  Cadendar g o
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u S L E 5 -
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Hel § i 2015

Mr. Matthew Sablan

Re: Appointment as Director, Department of Agriculture

Dear Mr. Sablan:

Thank you for your commitment to serve the people of Guam. The Calvo-
Tenorio administration continues to face unprecedented challenges, both
near and long-term. The task ahead of us will require the collective efforts
of the best minds who have the courage to make tough decisions for the
good of all our people. Pursuant to my authonty under the Organic Act of
Guarn, 1 hereby appoint you to serve in the Calvo-Tenorio administration

s

Director, Department of Agriculture
Length of term: To serve at the pleasure of the Governor

This appointment is subject to the consent of I Lihesiaturan Guithan. Pending
the consent of, and confirmation of this appointment by [ Lilieslafuran
Guahan, you are hereby appointed to serve as Director of the Department of

Agriculture in an acting capacity.

This appointment s effective Monday, May 4, 2015, If you have any
questions, please contact the Office of the Governor at 472-8931.

Senseramettie,
- T
7 p
/ ///
/ Z

EDDIE BAZA CALVO

PO How 2950 - Hagatna, Guam 96937

Pl 071y 4705050 « By 67147724820 - SETRON S RanL Yoy eafendir g eoy

e g Sddie Eara Catvo ;‘w'0-<’4:;‘<'!s:~:tz;z";‘n::j?«,-u §EEngovernoncalyt Yo Gt
G X 2 L 2 !

Eppie Baza CaLvo

GO VEFROF

RAY TENORIO
Lieweenard Governnr



OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
GUAM

Agency Director/General Manager Nomination Information

The tollowing information is required for submission to the Speaker of 7 Liheslaturan Guahan in
accordance with Title 4, Guamn Code Annotated Section 2103:

Last Name Sablan First Matthew Mt LG Date May08, 2015
Address ApartmentfUnit #

City sae | ze N

Phone E-mail Address —

Position to which Appointment ) )
on i ppo! Director {Department of Agriculture)

is Made
Are you a citizen of the United ¥ no, are you authorized to work in
States? YES X NO the U.8.7 YES NG

High School  George Washington Senior High Schoal City/State Mangilac / Guam

Did you

From 1973 To 1976 graduate? YES X NO Degree
College City/State

Did you
From To graduate? YES NC Degree

Rev. 4-2013_v.2 scm All othaer varsions obsolete bidaagsa



Graduate
School

From

Other
Dagree

From
EMPLOYME

(1) Present
Employer

Addrass
(2) Previous
Employer

Address

{3) Previous
Employer

Address

(4) Previous
Emgployer

Address

{5) Previous
Employer

Addrass

Agency

Address

Job Title

Rev. 42013 v 2.3cm

City/State
Did you :
To graduate? YES . |
City/State
Did you
To graduate? YES

Department of Agriculture

163 Dairy Road, Mangitao, Guam 96913

Department of Agriculture

163 Dairy Road, Mangilao, Guam 963913

CHNM! Public School System

Songsong Village, Rota

Guam Army National Guard

Barrigada Guam

Dapartrnent of Public Works

Upper Tumon

From:

NO . Degrae

NO . Degree

Position

Dates

Held

Position

Dates
Heid

Position

Dates
Heid

Positicn

Dates
Held

Position

Dates
Heid

FPhone

All other versions obaclete

Acting Directar

May 04, 2015 1o present

Deputy Director (please see attachment no. 1)

December 01, 2013 to May 03, 2015

Amny JROTC Instructor

Juna 2012 to November 2013

Please see attachment no. 2

December 1985 ta May 2012

Please see attachmeni na. 3

March 1978 to September 2004

To

IFaas



Agency Phone

Address

Job Title From: To

Agency Phone

Address
Job Title From: To

Agency Phone

Address

Job Title From: To

Institute/Seminars/On-the-Jub Training: Please see attachments nos. 1 & 2 Date

Please see attachments nos. 1 & 2

Rev. D4-2013_v.2.5cm Alt olher varsions obsolete
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"PROFESSIONAL INVOL

List involvement on a local/nationalfinternational level, list organization, activities participated in, offices hald:

COMMUNITY /CIVICINOVLEMENT 0
List organizations, activities, participated in, offices held Coached Sinajana Pepsi Giants Babe Ruth Baseball League for
Roockie and Minor divistons from 1995 to 1897, Member of Father Duenas High School Sports Booster Club from 1998 to

2006. Member of Para Yodu Rugby Club Sports organization from 2005 to present.

List any published articles, papers delivered at professional meetings, etc.:

Branch Army From Cec. 1985 To May 01, 2012

Rank at Discharge Sergeant First Class Type of Discharge Honorable

Rewv. {4-2013_v.2 scm All other versions obsolete EERIE I



o the Umted States?

{1y Have you ewr 'been found gu:fty of a fe!crzy m any ccurt, whemer wrtmn or wimout

' '?If so please specxfy in demii

= 3_Address af the court

Date of Conwct}on

. '-_':'Speaﬁc anﬁ‘acﬁon cammiﬁed

= (2} i—iave you avar b&en deciared mentauy mcompetant by any couft. wheﬂ\er within crr o YES e |

| without the United States?
. ff 50, please spec:fy in detait the reasons and facts ratated fa such dac!aratmn

NG X

(3) Hava you ever been found ot guﬁty ar pot pumshabse in any cnmmai pfoceedmgs by YES

reason of msanrty’? '

(4) Have you evér been coﬂﬁned to a mental institution for any reason? YES

NO X

NO X!

If so, please spec;fy in why the. appcmtmg authonty believes yz}u that you are not suffenng from any mental #iness or

affilction:

Rev. 04-2013_v 2 som All other versions obsolets

5{Fsge



Statement of Financial Interests
(Required by 4 G.C.A. § 13104.1)

TO: Govemor Eddie Baza Calvo
Ricardo J. Bordallo Governor’s Complex
Adelup, Guam 96910

FROM: Matthew Leon Guemrero Sablan

® I have no financial interest in any business

{3 1do have interest(s) in the following business(es):

Name and address of business interest: Type and amount of interest

Wﬁg{% May 08, 2015

Signature Date

Rev. 04-2013_v.2.s5om All other versions obsolete 6{FPage



| the undersigned, do heraby depose and say that: (1) | have read and reviewed the information contained in
the attached Appointment/Nomination letter from the Gavernor of Guam; (2) that the matters contained in the
Appointment/Nomination letter, together with all attachments therete, are true and correct and that | am
competent {o testify to said matiers; and {3) that this Declaration is made for the purpose of complying with

tha requirements of 4 G.C.A. Section 2103.5.

I declare under penaity of perjury under the iaws of Guam (4 G.C.A. Section 4308) that the foregoing is true

and

correct,

Signature %% Date May 08, 2015

Rav DB4-2013_v.2 som All other versions obsolete T+ ane



Attachment no. 1

Deputy Director
December 01, 2013 to May 03, 2015

Responsible for overseeing and managing the department’s operation,

Committes member with GEDA for the construction of the new Farmet’s Market Building and
Flea Market facility scheduled for completion in July 2015

Responsible for the coordination and importation permit of 17 cattle from Saipan in August and
September 2014 as a result of Bill 297-32 introduced by Speaker Judith Won Pat, Senator Tina
Muna Barnes and the late Senator Ben Pangelinan and signed into Public Law 32-161 by

Governor Calvo in May 2014,

Currently, overseeing and coordinating with the Department of Public Works on the phases for
the construction of the ‘Paseo de Susana Fishing Platform. This project is scheduled for

compietion no later than February 2016,

Member of the Medical Marijuana Advisory Board as a result of PL 32-237 as of February 16,
2015,

Re-established the department’s Conservation Officers to be under Director’s Office. Recruited
three Limited Term Conservation Officers.

Task force member of the proposed Pago Bay Boat Ramp Project.

Incident Commander for the recovery and disposal of the beached Baleen and Beaked whale.

Attended the 162 Western Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Council meeting in March
2015, Honoluly, Hawail

Supported department’s following activities:

Annual Kid's Fishing Derby

Annual Pig Hunting Derby

Liberation Day Parade

Vartous outreach and educational events

Department 117 Annual May Harvest Festival (May 6, 2015)



Attachment no. 2

Guam Army National Guard
Platoon Sergeant {11B48 Infantry) Assistant Operations Sergeant
18 December 1985 — 01 May 20172 (retired)

Deployments

Operation Enduring Freedom, Joint Special Operation Task Force, Sufu Island, Philippines
{{anuary 1o October 2010)
Operation Enduring Freedom, Central Command, Djbouti, Africa {January 2007 to May 2008)

Military Supervisory Courses

Certified Army Junior ROTC Instructor {fune 2012}
Advanced Non Commission Officer Course - 11848 Infantry (August 1936)
Basic Non Commission Gfficer Course - 11B3 Infantry {(March 1993)

Battie Focus Instructor Course {(Aprif 1996)

Military Awards

Army Commendation Medal

loint Service Achievement Medal

Army Achievement Medal (6™

Armed Forces Reserve Components Achieverment Medal (4*’)
National Defense Service Medal {27%)

Humanitarian Service Medal (279

Glohal War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal

Armed Forces Reserve Medal {with M device)

Non Commissioned Officer Professional Development (numeral 3}
Army Service Ribbon
Overseas Service Ribbon (277

Army Reserve Compornent Overseas Training Ribbon
Guam Commendation Medal w/ Branze Osk Leaf
Faithful Service Medal w/ 24 Years Device

Overseas Service Bar (third award)



Attachmentno 3

Department of Public Works
Highway Planning Section, Division of Engineering

Planner iV - October 1998 to September 2004 {retired)
Planner I - May 1990 to October 1998

Planner | - February 1987 to May 1990

Planning Technician |- March 1978 to February 1987

Education and Training :

Graduated from George Washington Senior High Schogol. {1973 - 1976}

Engineering and Architectural Drafting Course - Guam Community College (May 1380)
Report and Technical Writing Workshop - Department of Administration {December 1986}
AUTOCAD Level 1 - Guam Community College (October 1994)

Time Management - Guam Community College {September 1996)

Supervisory and Management Workshop - Department of Administration (Cctober 1988)

Weapons of Mass Destruction Incident Management - National Emergency Response & Rescuse

Training Center {June 2003)
Post Earthquake Safety Cvaluation of Buildings ~ Office of Civil Defense (November 2003)

Safe Work Zone Traffic Control Workshop - Federal Highway {March 2004)

WD Radiological / Nuclear Awareness Course - Office for Domestic Preparedness (June 2004)

Skills - Microsoft Excel, Word and Power Point



Government of Guam
GUAM POLICE DEPARTMENT
RECORDS & IDENTIFICATION SECTION
P.O. Box 23909
Guam Main Facility, Guam 96921

April 28, 2015

SUBJECT: CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORD

NAME: | Matthew LG SABLAN

I
pATE OF BIRTH: [N FINGERPRINT#: |NONE

- The individual has no record of criminal conviction(s) in GPD files that are
subject to Guam law and rules and regulations of the Department.

bk A Ak *****NOTHING FOLLOWS*****************

THIS INFORMATION MAY BE LIMITED TG 4 LOCAL CRIMINAL OFFENSE ONLY AND IS NOT INTENDED FOR USE FOR ANY LOCAL,
STATE, OR FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY.

By Direction: priscilla

L-

A { !.‘ ) e, o "-'--_7H“\'; —
The absence of an originat GUAM POLICE /( FﬁEﬁ E lfORDALLO, )R

{_Chief of Police

seal invalidates this police elearance.
REVISED (4242618



SUPERIOR COURT OF GUAM

Guam Judicial Center = 120 West O'Brien Drive » Hagatia, Guam 96510

Telephone {(671) 475-3370
Fax{671}472-2856

DANIELLE T, ROSETE
Clerk of Courts

Name: MATTHEW LG SABLAN

CERTIFICATE OF SEARCH

The andersigned Clerk hereby certifies the following results of a diligent search of the records of this Court:

Criminal Cases: Civil Cases:
Al N No Case Found Al [ i No Casge Found
B. [. Criminal Case No. B, 1. Civil Case No.
2. Criminal Case No. 2. Civil Case No.
3. Criminal Case No. 3. Civil Case No.
1, Criminal Case No. 4. Civil Case No.
5. Criminal Case No. 5, Civil Case No.
Criminal Record: Page 1 of 1 Civil Record:  Page 1 of 1

Request for further mformation may be addressed at the Records Division of the Superior Court of Guam. Guam Judicial
Center, 120 West OBrien Drive, Hagaifia, Guanm.  Hours of operation are Monday — Friday, 8:00 a.m. 1o 5:00 p.m.
Closed Saturday. Sunday and focal/federal holidays. Court Clearances are Non-Refundable.

Dated: 04/27/2015 DANIELLE T. ROSETE
Clerk of G

BY:

Prepared By: DMN

The absence of an
original Court Seal
invalidates this
document
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Department of Agriculture

Dipattamenton Agrikottura
163 Dairy Road, Mangilao, Guam 96913

Director’s Office 306-7964/65/66; Fax 734-6569
Agricultural Dev. Services J00-T972/73/67; Fax 734-6569
Edward J.B. Calvo Animal Health 300-7965/66; Fax 734-6569 Matthew L.G. Sablan
Governor Aquatic & Wildlife Resources 735-3955/56; Fax 734-6570 Acting Director
Forestry & Soit Resources 300-7975/76; Fax T34-6569
Raymond S. Tenorio Plant Nursery 300-7974; Fax 734-6569 Jessie B. Pelican
Lt Governor Plant Inspection Facility 475-1426/27; Fax 477-9487 Deputy Director

Acting Director’s Confirmation Testimony

Buenas, Yan Hafa Adai Speaker Judith Won Pat, Vice Speaker Benjamin Cruz, Committee
Chair for Agriculture Senator Rory Respicio and Senators of the 33™ Guam Legislature.

My name is Matthew Leon Guerrero Sablan and 1 thank you for giving me the opportunity
today to present my desire to serve as Director of the Departiment of Agriculture.

[ humbly ask your consideration on my confirmation as Director in order to continue
providing a well deserved and effective management to the loyal and dedicated employees of
the department whom continuously provide quality public service.

Previously, as their Deputy Director and currently, their Acting Director, 1 witnessed their
commitment in accomplishing the department’s objectives and mandates regardless of any
unforeseen challenges that they encounter. They truly are motivated and possess the “Can
Do” attitude.

I bring to the table my military and local government management and leadership
experiences:

Military: 1am a retired Army Veteran with 26 honorable years of service as a Senior Non-
Commission Officer with the Guam Army National Guard and served on two Operation

Enduring Freedom Deployments.

Previous government service: [ retired with 28 years as a Planner with the Department of
Public Works.

[ was appointed by Govermnor Eddie Calvo as Deputy Director of the department from
December 1, 2013 to May 3. 2015.

Current:  Again, On May 4% of this year, 1 was appointed Acting Director by Governor

Calvo.
W 7 /oy

Please see next page



The following are accomplishments and current involvement during my appointment as
Deputy Director and currently as Acting Director.

Responsible for overseeing and managing the department’s operations.

Committee member with GEDA for the construction of the new Farmer’s Market
Building and Flea Market facility scheduled for completion in August, 2015

Coordinated the importation of 17 cattle from Saipan in August and September 2014 as a
result of Bill 297-32 introduced by Speaker Judith Won Pat, Senator Tina Muna Barnes and
the late Senator Ben Pangelinan and signed into Public Law 32-161 by Governor Eddie Baza
Calvo in May 2014.

Currently, overseeing and coordinating with the Department of Public Works on the
administrative phases for the construction of the ‘Paseo de Susana Fishing Platform which is
scheduled for completion in February, 2016 which will be a venue utilized during the 12"
Festival of Pacific Arts in May, 2016,

Member of the Medical Marijuana Advisory Board as of February 16, 2015 as a result of
PL 32-237.

Task force member of the proposed Pago Bay Boat Ramp Project.

As a council member appointed by Governor Calvo, attended the 162" and 163rd Western
Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Council meetings tin March and June, 2015 in
Honolulu, Hawaii. The council funded $250,000.00 for the Fishing Platform construction
project.

Future involvements:
Tree Ordinance Working Group ~ Senator Rory Respicio
Draft Bill for *Civil Forfeiture Process for Seized Animals — Vice Speaker Benjamin J. Cruz

Tumon Bay Flood Mitigation - GEDA

N3



Foresight

To continue the struggle in building personnel capacity and acquiring more resources in
reaching the goals and objectives of the department as mandated by law.

To bring back the basic services to the farming community.

To build the agricultural industry by promoting growth and diversification in the areas of
green house production, aquaculture. hydroponics, livestock and nursery.

To promote greater use of organic practices in safeguarding the delicate island environment
and protection of it’s natural resources from synthetic chemicals, fertilizers, and poor farming
practices for preservation for future generations.

To increase awareness and community participation in combating invasive spectes and
continue to be an advocate with respect to food security, bio-security, and sustainability.

To increase the protection and enforcement by Wildlife Conservation Officers of existing
programs that deal with protected and endangered plant and animal species as well as marine
preserves.

To promote agriculture to it’s full potential which will bring many services and benefits to
the community,

To look forward in working with other government entities, local and federal, as well as
sharing information from neighboring islands 1n the Western Pacific in regards to climate
change, its effects on agriculture and natural resources as it impacts the island.

To enable the learning and skills development as well as provide assistance with the homeless,
the ‘Rigalu” Foundation and other entities with similar programs.

I will perform the roles and responsibilities as Director of the department.  Anything s
possible through cooperation, teamwork and direction.  No hidden agendas but
transparency and accountability.

In closing, I would like to thank Governor Calvo for his trust and confidence in appointing me
and my sincere appreciation to Oversight Chairperson, Senator Rory Respicio, Speaker Judith
Won Pat, and Vice Speaker Benjamin Cruz and the rest of the members of the 33" Guam
Legislature for considering my confirmation for the office of Director of the Department of
Agriculture.

51 Yuus Maase.

Tad



July 15, 2015

Oral testimony in the Confirmation Hearing for Mr.
Matthew L.G. Sablan as Director of Agriculture

Buenas, Yan Hafa Adai, Speaker Judith Won Pat, Vice
Speaker Benjamin Cruz, Committee Chair for Agriculture
Senator Rory Respicio and Senators of the 33" Guam
Legislature.

My name is M. Jessie B. Palican, Deputy Director, Guam
Department of Agriculture.

| am here today to provide a written testimony on behalf
of my superior, Mr. Matthew L.G. Sablan, Acting Director
of Agriculture to the position of Director.

It is with great pleasure that | write this testimony
knowing that Mr. Sablan has the ability to perform
the roles and responsibilities of the office of the
Director.



Without a doubt, Mr. Sablan has displayed a
genuine interest in the mission of the Department
and have taken on the many challenges of his
predecessors. As a Director, Mr. Sablan will be
working closely with his staff in addressing the
issues and ultimately arriving to a solution that is
both accountable and transparent.

Mr. Sablan is also very capable and%‘esourceful
person in attaining the approach and most
importantly, outcomes that will have a positive
impact to the department, personnel and programs.

The knowledge and experience he has obtained
while in the National Guard and retiring as a
Planner, Engineering Division, Department of Public
Works, a plus, to effectively perform administrative
responsibilities. He can easily be recognized for his
mannerism and approach in dealing with personnel
issues, to adapt and overcome.



| am thankful for the opportunity to be part of this
administration and to witness Mr. Sablan’s
appointment as Director of the Department of
Agriculture.

Thank vyou in advance for your favorable
consideration and for having provided me this
opportunity in submitting my testimony.

SYM,

Mo D Fhete
Mr. Jessie B. Palican
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HAFA ADAI and Good morning, Mr. Chairman and Committee Members.

My name is Raymond A. Torres and I am here this morming before this
august body to testily in support of the confirmation of Mr. Matthew L.G.
Sablan for the directorship of the Department of Agriculture. I believe Mr.
Sablan should be given the opportunity since he accepted placing his
name in the hat to be Director. I place my confidence in him and I invite

all of you to do the same.

I have known Mr. Sablan for more than 42 years, 22 years as an employee
who worked directly under me in the Highway Planming, Research, and
Programming Section of the Highway Division, Department of Public
Works {GovGuam) from 1978 through 1999, He learned and experienced
what it meant to be a Public Works employee, but more importantly, what

it meant to be a public servant in that every taxpayer is his employer.

He learned to work with other emplovees of the different sections and
divisions of DPW, as well as with other departments of GovGuam, the
private sector, and the federal government agencies. In many mstances,
Matt went beyond his normal duties in giving of his own personal time to
prepare for government programs, budget reporting, tvphoon preparations
and recovery assessments. All of this led to a well-rounded, experienced
individual who is entirely capable of a directorship with our government.

We were working for a better Guam, a better couniry, and a better world.,

I have found Matt to be a dedicated public servant with integrity, honesty,
farmnily values, and whose heart is for his Island. He is compassionate and

cares for all people who call and make Guam their home.

TESTIRMONY ON THE COMEIRMATION OF
MATTHEW L.G. SABLAN

DIRECTOR, BEPT, OF AGRICULTURE

luly 15, 2015

Page 1



The Department of Agriculture plays a very important role as it deals with
the use of natural resources that must be protected and used wisely,
otherwise it will cause harm for our Island and to the people who make it

their home.

After sayving that, as a citizen I challenge Matt to not just think out of the
box, but to get outside of himself, of his {raditional way of seeing things,
and to open himself to see things beyond his ideas and party lines, to see
a more global vision of what we, on our small Island, have to offer to all
peoples based on how we care for our island resources and for each other.
if our resources are continually destroyed, as they have been over the
yvears, it will impact not just our isiand, but our entire Pacific region, and

eventually the whole world.

Let us begin this task together by confirming Matt Sablan as Director of
Agriculture in hopes that a new vision for the protection of our resources
can be realized on, first, a local scale, regional, and eventually advancing
to a global scale for all peoples who work out of gratitude for the gift of the

Earth given to our care.

THANK YOU FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK. GOD BLESS YOU
AND YOURS. AND MAY GOD GUIDE MATT IN THIS TASK NOW SET
BEFORE HIM.

TESTIMONY ON THE CONFIRMATION OF
MATTHEW LG, SABLAN

DIRECTOR, DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Suly 15, 2035

Page 2



Good morning, Chairman Respicio and members of the
Committee on Rules, Federal, Foreign & Micronesia Affairs,
Human and Natural Resources and Election Reform. For the
record | am Conservation Recruit Nathan Rios an employee
of the Department of Agriculture and | am here to offer my
support on the nomination of Mr. Matthew Sablan to the
position of Director for the Department of Agriculture.

Please excuse me as | am quite the nervous person and this
is my first engagement whatsoever in public speaking. | am
doing this because i have been witness of the leadership
skills that Mr. Sablan has and because | believe that he is a
man of the people; in particular those that are entrusted
with duties and responsibilities within our department.

Since his appointment to the position of Deputy Director, Mr.
Sablan has always made it a point to actively engage with
the employees of the department by checking on those of us
in the field, as well as those within the departmental
grounds. He has made personal efforts to know who we are
as individuals and what we do for the department. He has
developed personal one-on-one relationships with many of
us employees. And as a true leader, he would actively
participate alongside employees in executing duties of
those of us in my division. During his short tenure as Acting
Director for our Department, | can honestly say that morale
has been boosted and that our department is thriving with
desire to get work done! Mr. Sablan has captured the
attention of his employees by empowering them to make



suggestions on how best we can operate and has
implemented many of the suggested changes by our
department personal. This action is indicative of a man who
keeps his word and a person that is open to change for the
betterment of the department, placing the Department
hefore himself. Because of this he is respected and if |
might add well accepted by the employees of our
Department.

For these reasons | endorse his nhomination and | pray that
you too will agree that Mr. Sabilan is indeed capable of doing
the job as the Director of Agriculture.

Many good things will come about for our great island under
his leadership at our department.

/
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Office of the Mayor & Vice Mayor
124 Luayao Lane, Barrigada, Guam 96913

July 15, 2015

Honorable Rory J. Respicio

Chairman, Committee on Rules, Federal, Foreign & Micronesian
Affairs; Human & Natural Resources; Election Reform
and Capitol District

33" Guam Legislature

Hagatiia, Guam 96910

Re:  Appointment of Matthew L..G. Sablan, Director, Department of Agriculture

Mr. Chairman, Members of the Committee on Rules, Federal, Foreign & Micronesian
Affairs; Human & Natural Resources; Election Reform and Capitol District Buedias van
Saludu para Todos Hamyu ginen raotao Barigada! Vice Mayor Jessic P. Bautista and
myself, together with members of the Barrigada Municipal Planning Council are here to
present testimony supporting the appointment of Mr. Matthew [..GG. Sablan, to serve as
Director, Department of Agriculture

Prior to his appointment to serve as Director, Mr. Sablan served as the Department’s
Deputy director since 2013. With new leadership at the Department, we are confident
that there be a more holistic approach towards solving our agriculture problems. With his
experience. having served as a planner at the Department of Public Works together with
almost 30 years in the Guam Army National Guard. we are confident that he will not fail
us.

In closing, we urge this Committee to submit its favorable report and for the Legisiature
to confirm his appointment as Director, Department of Agriculture.

a4

JUNE U. BLAS JESSIE P. BAUTISTA
Mayor s Vice Mayor

Sinseramente,



Office of the Territorial Veterinarian
163 Dairy Road
Mangilao, Guam 96923

phone: 671-300-7963 email: guamvell@gmail. com fax: 671-734-6369

15 July 2015

To: The 33™ Guam Legistature
Re: Confirmation Hearing for Director, Guam Department of Agriculture

This letter is written in very strong support of the nomination for confirmation of Mr.
Mathew Sablan. It has been my pleasure to work closely with Mr. Sablan as Deputy
Director and Acting Director for the last two vears. [ believe that I am very well
qualified to speak on his behalf.

I can say frankly that 1 started off very skeptical about Mr. Sablan, Our recent experience
in deputies had not been good. [ quickly learned that my fears had no basis. Mr. Sablan
had enjoyed a distinguished career in the U.S. Army and in the Government of Guam.

He brought a wealth of experience and both innate and acquired leadership skills that
were perfect for our department.

Mr. Sablan impressed all of us with his quiet, careful, and thorough approach to all
problems. He never gets excited. has never displayved anger, and simply unravels each
problem, one at a time. As Deputy Director he calmed waters in the department that had
been whipped into tempests by his predecessors. He never secks personal recognition
and seems almost completely devoid of ambition. He seems driven only by a strong
desire to do a good job.

There is merey in brevity, and [ will not say all that | could on behalf of Mr. Sablan. I
constder him to be a superior choice as Director. Guam Department of Agriculture. He
brings uncommon intelligence. judgment, and leadership to a department very much in
need of those traits. 1hope that vou will give only favorable consideration to the
nomination of Mr. Sablan. Thank vou for your attention.

A
Respect{dlly Iy
M { / ;’{!

Vs

; i
f; -~ g&ﬁ;.%.@ é, rﬁfl §
1,

Thomas Poole. MPH, DVM, DACVPM
Colonel, U5, Army {Rz,t.}
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./ f’i»fz’mz ‘trening Tres na lz?z.f%iﬁfwm: G?!f§§:¥ﬁ . ?h@ 33rd Guam Legislature

May 14, 2015

MEMORANDUM

Tao: Rennae Meno
Clerk of the Legislature

From: Senator Rory J. Respicio -~
Majority Leader & Rules Chair

Subject:  Referral of Appointment

As the Chairperson of the Committee on Rules, I am forwarding my referral
of the following appointment:

Matthew L.G. Sablan
Director, Department of Agriculture

Appointee:
Position:

For a copy of Mr. Sablan’s appointment packet, please visit the Guam
Legislature’s website at www.guamlegislature.com. Under the “Reports”

menu select the “Messages & Communications” option and refer to:

“Doec. 33GL-15-0451: Governor's message transmitting the appointment of
Matthew L.G. Sablan, to serve as Director, Department of Agriculture.”

Please ensure that the subject appointment is referred, in my name, to
Senator Rory J. Respicio, Chairperson of the Committee on Rules, Federal,
Foreign and Micronesian Affairs, Human and Natural Resources, Election
Reform and Capitol District. | also request that the same be forwarded to all
Senators of I Mina'trentai Tres Na Liheslaturan Guihan,

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact our office at
472-7679.

5i Yu'os ma'dse’!



Vg POET STOE/RT/G

I33sH] jonde] pue HOUIINOG _ M W
LWIGsY UOIID]T SSIN0ERY |RINTRA ayi o ! |
SUHISY | e ewiny “saeypy veimsucvy pue a:vesd B 51/10/50 LAY 0 B Edag) G HEIGES 'O MAI TEPOSTIDEE | SU/EL/50
YHIBI0  JRIRpE ‘SOl L0 BBHALLCS 1B BASIS O, I :

R
\M.:v.ﬁmw% %M%M%mmw f.\.WWWW.J .. MWWWN

/WV

.

1emyg Bory panyrizoddy
UHBRTY HPIHFOISITT VN SOL] TEHALT BHIgA ¥



Rory Respicio <cor@guamiegislature.org>

Wed, Jul 8, 2015 at 3:43 PM
To: Benjamin JF Cruz <senator@senatorbjcruz.com>, Brant McCreadie <brantforguam@gmail.com>, "Dennis G.
Rodriguez" <senatordrodriguez@gmail.com>, "Frank Blas Aguon, Jr." <aguondguam@gmail.com>, "Frank F. Blas
Jr." <frank.blasjr@gmail.com>, Jim Espaldon <jespaldonesq@gmail.com>, "Judith T. Won Pat, Ed.D."
<speaker@judiwonpat.com=>, Mary Camacho <marycamachotorres@gmail.com>, "Michael F. Q. San Nicolas"
<senatorsannicolas@gmail.com>, Nerissa Underwood <senatorunderwocd@guamlegisiature.og>, "Thomas
(Tommy) Morrison” <tommy@senatormorrison.com>, "Thomas C. Ada" <tom@senatorada.ong>, Tina Rose Muna
Bames <senator@tinamunabames.com>, "V. Anthony Ada" <senatortonyada@guamlegislature.org>,
"hottips@kuam.com” <hottips@kuam.com>, "mvariety@pticom.com” <mvariety@pticom.com>,
"news@guampdn.com” <news@guampdn.com>, "news@k57.com” <news@k57.com>
Cc: phnotice <phnotice@guamlegislature.ong>, Guam Legislature Clerks <clerks@guamlegislature.org>, mis
<mis@guamlegisiature.org>, "avu@guamlegisiature.org" <au@guamiegislature.org>, "Vince P. Amiola"
<vpamolal@gmail.com>, Therese Terlaje <tteraje@guam.net>, Tom Unsiog <sgtarms@guamlegisiature.org>, Joe
San Agustin <joesa@guamlegisiature.org>
Bce: Elaine Tajalle <etajalle@guamiegisiature.org>, Jennifer Louise Dulla <jennifer)j.dulla@gmail.com>, mary louise
wheeler <miwheeler2000@yahoo.com>, Mary Maravlla <marym@guamlegisiature.org>, "Rory J. Respicio”
<roryforguam@gmail.com>, Tyrone Taitano <tjtaitano@cs.com>, "Vince P. Amiola" <wparriola1@gmail.com>,
"bdetry71@hotmail.com” <bdetry71@hotmail.com>, Eric Palacios <eric.palacios@epa.guam.gow>, Ywette Cruz
<ywette.cruz@epa.guam.gow>, Robert Perron <rperron@ite.net>, Matthew Sablan <matt.sablan12@yahco.com>,
beveriydavis @live.ca

July 8, 2015
MEMORANDUM
To: Al Members
All Media
From: Senator Thomas C. Ada
Acting Chairman
Subject: First Notice of Public Hearing- Wednesday, July 15, 2015, 10:00
AM.

Hifa Adai! Please be advised that the Committee on Rules; Federal, Foreign & Micronesian Affairs; Human &
Natural Resources; Hection Reform and Capitol District will be conducting the following on Wednesday, July
15, 2015, 10:00 A M., the Legislature’s Public Hearing Room:



10:00 A.M. Public Hearing
« Appointment of William T. Detry, Member, Guam Environmental Protection Agency Board

Length of Term: Three (3) Years
* Appointment of Matthew L.G. Sablan, Director, Department of Agricuiture

Length of Term: To serve at the pleasure of the Governor

Written testimony for the hearings should be addressed to Senator Rory | Respicio, Chairperson, Committee
on Rules; Federal, Foreign & Micronesian Affairs; Human & Natural Resources; Hection Reform and Capitol
District, and may be submitted via email to corfiguamisgisialire org, fax to (671} 47Y2-3547;, or hand-
delivery/mail to 155 Hesler Place, Hugifia, Guam 96910, The hearings will be broadcast live on Docomo
channel 117 and GTA channel 21. Should special assistance or accommodations be required, please contact
Elaine Tajalle at my office at {671} 472-767% or by e-mail at efgjalie@guamiegisiature org. Si Yu'os ma'dse’!

ce: Clerk of the Legislature
Executive Direclor
Legal Counsel
Sergeant-at-Arms
MIs

AV

Maiority Leader Rory J. Respicio

Chairperson, Committee on Rules, Federal, Foreign and Micronesian Affairs,
Hurnan and Natural Resources, Election Reforrn and Capitol District

| Ming'Trental Tres na Liheslaturan Guahan

155 Hesler Place, St 302

Hagaina, Guam 96910

Phong (871 4727678

Fax: 571 472-35847

#y 2015.07.08_RJR PH Notice_5-Day for 2015.07.15.pdf
= 284K
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MEMORANDUM

Tor Al Members
All Media

ey e
From: Senator Thomas (. Ada jﬁ”
Acting Chairman

Subject: First Notice of Public Hearing— Wednesday, July 15, 2015, 10:00 AM.

Hifa Adall Please be advised that the Cominittee on Rules; Federal, Foreign & Micronesian 4 Hairs

Human & Natural Resources: Flection Reform and  Capitel District will be conduating  the

fatiowing on Wednesday, July 15, 2015, 10:00 AM., the Legislature’s Public Hearing Room:

10:00 A M. Public Hearing
+  Appointment of William T, Detry, Member, Guam Environmental Protection Agency Board
Length of Term: Three (3) Years
*  Appointment of Matthew L.G. Sablan, Director, Department of Agriculture
Length of Term: To serve at the pleasure of the Governor

Written estimony for the hearings should be addressed to Senator Rory | Respicio, Chairpersan,

Committes on Rules; Federal, Forelgn & Micronesian Affairs; Mluman & Natural Resources; Flection

Keform and Capitol District, and may be submitted via email to ¢

2547 or hand-deliverv/mail o 155 Hesler Place, Hagdtda, Guam 96910, The hearings will be broadceast tive
on Docomo chaneiel 117 and GTA chanmel 210 Should specid assistance or accommodations be requi
please contact Elaine Tajalle at my office at (6711 47 For by e-mall at glapgllew sl

sxeputive Directo
Legsl Counsel

wartd-ai- Arms




Rory Ra‘sp:lt;ici -<¢6;@_guémlegi§amré;§fg$

-Seco'nd Notice of Publn: Hearmg—- Wednesday, Juty 15 2015 10 00 A.M.

" Somater Rory 1 Respido < m@ gmms,am org> j Fr, Jul 10, 2015 at 11:19 AM

S Tor Benjamin JF Cruz <senator@senatorbjcruz.com>, Brant McCreadie <brantforguam@gmail.com>, "Dernis G.

" Rodriguez” <senatordrodriguez@gmail.com>, "Frank Blas Aguon, Jr." <aguondguam@gmail.com>, "Frank F. Blas

| " <frank.blasjr@gmail.com>, Jim Espaldon <jespaldonesq@gmail.com>, “Judith T, Won Pat, EdD."

e <speaker@judamnpat com>, Mary Camacho <marycamachotom@gmalf com>, "Michael F. Q. San Nicolas” _
. <senatorsannicolas@gmait.com>, Nerissa Underwood <senatomrﬂewwmd@guam§egzslatwe org>, "Thomas -~
if'_'_-_.--'j'i'-_-(l'ommy) Morrison” <tmnmy@senatommnson com>, "Thomas C. Ada” <tom@senatorada.ong>, Tina Rose Muna .
- Bames <senator@tinamunabames.com>, "V. Anthony Ada" <senator:anyada@guamtegls§ature org>, :

. “hottips@kuam.com” <hottlps@kuam .com>, "mariety@pticom.com” <mvanety@pﬁcm1 com>,

"news@guampdn.com” <news@guampdn.com>, "news@k57.com” <news@k57.com> -

. Ce: photice <phnotice@guamlegisiature.org>, Guam Legistature Clerks <clerks@guarnlegislature.org>, mis
' "-'"-<nns@guamieglsfatwe o1g>, "av@guamiegislature.org"” <a\@guam§egis¥atw'e org>, "Vince P. Arriola”

| '3-.__--'<~pamola1@gmatl com>, Therese Terlaje <tterlage@guam net>, Tom Unsmg <sgtanns@guam|eglslature org>, Joe

.. SanAgustin <joesa@guamiegislature.org>
7 Boee; Elaine Tajalie <etajal§e@guamlegus!atwe org>, Jenmfer Lowse Dulla’ <]enmfer . duﬁa@gmml com>, mary. lou:se _
C L wheeler <m¥uheeler200ﬁ@yahoo com>, Mary Maraulia: <mafym@guamleglslature org>, “Rory J. Respicio"
.- =roryforguam@gmail.com>, Tyrone Taitano <tjtaitano@cs.com>, "Vince P. Amiola” <warmiolal@gmail.com>,
e "bdetry7 1@hotmail.com” <bdetry71@iwtmanl com>, Eric Palacios <eric. palacms@epa guam.gow, Ywette Cruz
L zywette.cruz@epa. guam.gow>, Robert Perron <rperfon@ite net>, Matthew Sablan <matt. sablan12@yahoo.com>,

o '-'__:'_beveﬂydaus@me ca

C fdy 10,2015
To: Al Members
Al Media
From: Senator Thomas C. Ada
Acting Chairman
Subject Second Notice of Public Hearing— Wednesday, July 15, 2015,
10:00 A.M.

Hifa Adai! Please be advised that the Committee on Rules; Federal, Foreign & Micronesian Affairs; Human &
Natural Resources; Eection Reform and Capitol District wili be conducting the following on Wednesday, July
15, 2015, 10:00 A.M., the Legislature’s Public Hearing Room:



10:00 AM. Public Hearing

« Appointment of William T. Detry, Member, Guam Environmenta! Protection Agency Board
Length of Term: Three (3) Years
« Appointment of Matthew L.G. Sablan, Director, Department of Agriculture

Length of Term: To serve at the pleasure of the Governor

Written testimony for the hearings should be addressed to Senator Rory | Respicio, Chairperson, Committee
on Rules; Federal, Foreign & Micronesian Affairs; Human & Natural Resources; Hection Reform and Capital
District, and may be submitted via email to cor@guamiegisiatine org; fax to (871) 472-3547; or hand-
delivery/mail to 155 Hesler Place, Hagdfiaz, Guam 96910. The hearings will be broadcast live on Docomo
channel 117 and GTA channel 21. Should special assistance or accommodations be required, please contact
Elaine Tajalle at my office at {(671) 472-767% or by e-mail at sfgjalie@guamiegisiaiire.org. 5i Yu'os ma'dse’!

cc: lerk of the Legislature
Executive Director
Legal Counsel
Sergeant-at-Arms
MIS

AV

Majorily Leader Bory J. Respicio

Chairperson, Commitlee on Rules, Federal, Foreign and Micronesian Affairs,
Human and Natural Resources, Election Reform and Capitol District

{ MinaTrentsd Tres na Libesiafiran Guihan

188 Mesier Place, Ste. 302

Hagatna, Guam 96810

Phone (871 4727679

Fax: (6871 472-3847

“ 2015.07.10_RJR PH_Second Notice for 2015.07.15.pdf
= 291K
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MEMORANDUM

T AH Memboers
Al Media

From: Senator Thomas C, Ada *”:W

Acting Chairman
Subject: Second Notice of Public Hearing- Wednesday, July 15, 2015, 1000 A M.

Mifn Adail Please 'be advised that the Comenitiee on Rules; Pederal, Foreign & Micronesian Affairs

Fluman & Natural Resources: Flection Reform and  Capitel District will be conducting  the
folfowing on W&éne&day, Judy 15, 2015, 10:00 A M., the Legislature’s Public Hearing Roonu

100 A M. Public Hearing
*  Appointment of Willtam T, Detry, Member, Guam
Length of Term: Three {3) Years
= Appointment of Matthew L.G. Sablan, Director, Department of Agriculture
Length of Terpy: To serve at the pleasure of the Covernor

Environmental Protection Agency Board

Written testimony for the hearings should be addressed to Senator Rory 1 Respicio, Chairperson,

Committee on Rules; Federal, Foreign & Micronesian Affaivs; Human & i Kesources;

Reform and Capital District, and may be submitted via email to

-3

Vg, Guam 96910

2 or hand-delivery/mail to 155 Hesler Place, Hagr

on Docomo channel 117 and $1A channel 210 Should special assistance oy ac‘mmm{;da’zim"as; b

N

please contact Blaine Talalie at my office at ¥ s by e-mail at ¢
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My Matthew Sablan

Acting Director

Drepartment of Agriculture
192 Dairy Road
Mangilao, Guam 96913

Subject:  Notice of Public Hearing-Wednesday, Tuly 15, 2015 1000 A M,

Dear Acting Director Sablan:

T Please be advised that the Committee on Sules; ?"{*.ﬁe;fai

Hafa Adai

§"-§m":‘gan & Natural Hesources; Blection Reform and Capitol B
Wednesday, July 15, 2015, 10:00 A.M,, the Legislature’s Public Hea:‘ing Ri}{)m:

10:80 AN, Public Hearing
¢ Appointment of William T, Detry, Member, Guam Environmental Protection Agency Board

Length of Term: Three (3) Years
= Appointment of Matthew 1.G. Sablan, Divector, Department of Agriculture

4

Lengih of Termm: To serve at the pleasure of the Governor

finvite you to appear before this committes and provide testimony on your appointment. Please feel free
tey exterd this invitation to other interested members of our comununity. Testimony should be addressed
to Maijority Leader Rory |, Respicio, Chairperson, Committee on Rules; Federal, Foreign and Micronesian

Affairs, Human and Naburel Resources, Election Heform, and Capitol District, and may be hand-

delivered  or mailed o my office at 155 Hesler Place, Hagdtds, Guam 98910

PO

v o faxed omunodaiions,

Individuals requiring

s, or service shall confact and 5 submit their res quest i Blaine Tajalle at iy office.

o Gl B0 %%e-géia'zz: iy contact me, should vou have any questions or concerns, ook forwerd to youy

atterwlance and pa

Thomas . Ada
Acting Chairman

5. Luam 969 =




Rory Resplcio <cor@guamlegislature.org>

Notlce of Publzc Heanng—Wednesday, July 15 2015, 10: 00 A M

Senator Rory J. Resp:cio <cor@guamlegislature.org> Fi, .Jul 10, 2015 at 11 25 AM
To: Matthew Sablan <matt.sablan12@yahoo.com>

Cc: bewerlydavis@live.ca

Bce: Elaine Tajalle <etajalle@guamiegisiature.org>, Jennifer Louise Dulla <jennifer lj.dulla@gmail.com>, mary louise
wheeler <miwheeler2000@yahoo.com>, Mary Maravlla <marym@guamiegislature.org>, "Rory J. Respicio”
<roryforguam@gmail.com>, Tyrone Taitano <tjtaitano@cs.com>, "Vince P. Amiola" <vpamolal@gmail.com>

July 9, 2015

VIA E-MAIL

matt.sablani2@yahoo.com

Mr. Matthew Sablan
Acting Director
Department of Agriculture
192 Dairy Road

Mangilao, Guam 96913

Subject: Notice of Public Hearing—Wednesday, July 15,2015, 10:00 A. M.

Dear Acting Director Sablan:

Hifa Adai! Please be advised that the Committee on Rules; Federal, Foreign & Micronesian Affairs; Human &
Natural Resources; Hection Reform and Capitol District will be conducting the following on  Wednesday,
July 15, 2015, 10:00 A.M.,, the Legislature’s Public Hearing Room:

10; Publi rin
* Appointment of William T. Detry, Member, Guam Environmental Protection Agency Board
Length of Term: Three (3) Years

* Appointment of Matthew L.G. Sablan, Director, Department of Agriculture



Length of Term: To serve at the pleasure of the Governor

Linvite you to appear before this committee and provide testimony on your appointment. Please feel free to
extend this invitation to other interested members of our community, Testimony should be addressed to
Majority Leader Rory J. Respicio, Chairperson, Committee on Rules; Federal, Foreign and Micronesian Affairs;
Human and Natural Resources, Election Reform, and Capitol District, and may be hand-delivered or mailed
to my office at 155 Hesler Place, Hagdtiia, Guam 96910; e-mailed to cor@@guarmiegisiature. org; or faxed to {(671)
472-3547, Individuals requiring special accommodations, auxiliary aids, or service shall contact and submit
their request to Flaine Tajalle at my office.

Please do not hesitate to contact me, should you have any questions or concerns. I look forward to your
attendance and participation.

Seneramente,

Thomas C. Ada

Acting Chairman

Majority Leader Rory J. Respicio

Chairperson, Cornmities on Rudes, Federal, Foreign and  Micronesian Affairs,
Human and Natural Resources | Election Reform and Capitol District

{ Ming Trentai Tres na Liheslaturan Gushan

155 Hester Place, Ste. 302

Hagatna, uam 968910

Phone! {(871) 472-7674

Fax. (671) 4723547

“4 2015.07.09_RJR PH Notice_Sablan.pdf
= 323K
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Mir. Eric M. Palacios
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Juam Environmental Protechion Agency
E L0 Box 22439
Tivan Barrigada, Guam 96921

Subject:  MNetice of Public Hearing-Wedpesday, Tuly 15, 2015, 10:00 A M,

Trear My Palacios:

Hda Adaif Plesse be advised that the Comanabtee on Ruses; Federal, Forelgn & Micronesian Allaiby
Human & Natural Resources; Election Reform and Capitol District will be conducting the following on

Wednesday, July 15, 2015, 10:00 A M., the Legislature’s Public Hearing Room:

10:00 AM. Public Hearing
«  Appointment of William T, Detry, Member, Guam Environmental Protection Agency Board
Length of Terme: Three (3) Years
»  Appointment of Matthew L.G. Sablan, Director, Depariment of Agricuiture
Length of Term: To serve at the pleasure of the Governor

[ invite you to appear before this commitiee and provide testimony on the appointment of Mr. Williarm T,
Dietry. Please feel free to extend this invitation to other Inferested members of cur comumunity, Testimony

should be addressed to Majority Leader Rory L Respicie, Chalrperson, Commitiee on Rules; Federal,

Fareign and f‘»;iiai?‘(mwigz; Affairs: §i%}¥‘!]é?“§ and Natural Resources, Blection &efur;‘ﬂ, and Capitol District,

, Cuam 9697140 e-mailed

e at 135 Hesler Ulace,

individuals requiring &gm clal avcommodations,

supabiary aids, or service shall contact “end mvmzii dF request o B altle at iy office.

Please do not hesitate to contact me, should you have any questions or concerns. | look torw

attendanoe and participation.

Thomas C. %d
Acting Chairman

My, Bobers Per

5 Prote

. Lruam 96810




Rory Respicio <cor@guamlegislature.org>

Notice of Public Hearing—Wednesday, July 15, 2015, 10:00 A.M.

Senator Rory J. Respicio <cor@guamiegislature.org> Fri, Jul 10, 2015 at 11:22 AM
To: Eric Palacios <eric.palacios@epa.guam.gov>

Cc: Ywette Cruz <ywette.cruz@epa.guam.gov>, Robert Perron <rperron@ite.net>

Bce: Elaine Tajalle <etajalle@guamlegislature.org>, Jennifer Louise Dulla <jennifer lj. dulla@gmail.com>, mary louise

wheeler <miwheeler2000@yahoo.com>, Mary Maramlla <marym@guamlegislature.org>, "Rory J. Respicio”
<roryforguam@gmaii.com>, Tyrone Taitano <tjtaitano@cs.com>, "Vince P. Amiola" <wariolal@gmail.com>

July 9, 2015

VIA E-MAIL

eric. palacios@epa. quam.gov

Mr. Eric M. Palacios

Administrator

Guam Environmental Protection Agency
P.O. Box 22439

Tiyan Barrigada, Guam 96921

Subject:  Notice of Public Hearing-Wednesday, July 15, 2015, 10:00 A.M.

Dear Mr. Palacios:

Hifa Adai! Please be advised that the Comumittee on Rules; Federal, Foreign & Micronesian Affairs; Human &
Natural Resources; Flection Reform and Capitol District will be conducting the following on Wednesday,
July 15, 2015, 10:00 A.M., the Legislature’s Public Hearing Room:

10:00 A.M. Public Hearing
» Appointment of William T. Detry, Member, Guam Environmental Protection Agency Board

Length of Term: Three (3) Years

* Appointment of Matthew L.G. Sablan, Director, Department of Agriculture



Length c:sf ’Ferm To serve a‘t the pieasure Qf the G{:wemm o |

Imv;tfe %;{m to appear bﬂf@i‘ﬁ t,‘ms mmmztttee and’ ;va;de test;mcmy on the appamtment ::;f Mr. Wﬁham T
Eietr; Pieas& feel free to. ﬁxtend ﬁ‘ils mvatatmn to other interested members of pur community. Testlmony
should be addressed to M’a} cmt} Leader R{;r}z I R&spicm, Chmryer&an Committee on Ruies; Federal, I?orexgn :
and Mi{:mnﬁszan Affmrs Human and Natural Resources Hlection Reform, and Ca;:f;ttai District, and may. ‘be
hand-delivered  'or mailed " to my office at 1585 Hesler Place, Hagﬁtm Guam 96910; e-mailed.
to cor@guariegisiatiia.ofg, or faxed to (BT1) 4723847, hxdwzduais requiring spmai accommodations,
auxﬂzar} a}ds, of service shai§ contact and submit their requesi: to Flaine Tajalle at rny‘ office,

P}ease df) not h&szmie fo mntaci: me, sh{mic} you have any c;uestzcms or concerns. I look forward to vam:
attmdanc:e and participation.

 Senemmente,

| ThomasC. Ada

‘Acting Chairman

e Myr. Robert Pervon, Chairman, Guam Environmental Protechon Agency Board

S %ﬁagsmiy Leaﬁ&f é%my é ﬁespww
Chairperson, Committes on Rules, Faderal, Forsign and Micronesian Affairs,
Human and aséaiasraé ﬁe&aama@ Election Reform and Capitol District
H ﬁa?ss@a’?"fenmf ?‘;@g na Liheslaturan Guédhan
155 Hesler Place, Ste. 302
Hagaing, Cusm 86810
Phone: (671) 472.7670
Fax: (871 472.3547

s 2015.07.09_RJR PH Notice_Palacios.pdf
=~ 331K
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SENATOR RORY ]J. RESPICIO

CHAMRPERSON £

Slan AP

PUBLIC HEARING
Wednesday, July 15, 2015 « 10:00 AM
Legislature’s Public Hearing Room * Hagatiia, Guam

AGENDA

I Call to Order
I1. Announcements
111 Items for Public Consideration

¢ Appointment of William T. Detry, Member, Guam Environmental Protection
Agency Board
Length of Term: Three (3) Years

e Appointment of Matthew L.G. Sablan, Director, Department of Agriculture
Length of Term: To serve at the pleasure of the Governor
IV. Closing Remarks
V. Adjournment

turecom. Testimony should

cuantfegisia

For copies of the above mentioned bills, please visit the Guam Legislature’s website at www
t the

oe o our mailbox

be addressed to Senator Rory | Kespicio, Chaieperson, and may be submitted via hand-delivery to our ¢

amlegislatire cont, or via facsimile o (6717

Main Legislature Building at 135 Hesler Place, Hagarnz, Guam 96910, via e-mail to co
v aids, or services shall contact and submit their request to Elaine

7. Individuals requiring special accommodations, aux

e at our office. For more information, please call 472-7679. We look forward to vour attendance and participation. 57 Vi os

7679w P (671147 2-3547  rorylorguam@gmail. com

155 Hesler Place » Hagaoia, Guam 96910 « (671147
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NEWS FIRST
LIVESTREAM

Wednesday, 15 July 2015

Senator Respicio Holds
Confirmation Hearing for
Acting Agriculture
DirectorMatthew L.G. Sablan

Writtent by Timothy Mchenry

Members from various government sectors, old and new,
offered their testimonials of support for Sablan.

Guam - Acting Director of the Guam Department of Agriculture Matthew
Sablan was present at a public hearing held by Senator Rory Respicio’s
committee on human and natural resources and the discussion turned fively
after a former Vice Speaker took the opportunity to address some of the

data:texthimi, charset= W8, %30 dv%20c) 255 %30 % 22navbar - fixed- top% 22%20s tyle% 3D % 22bax-sizing % 3A% 20bor der- box % 35% 20posit onY% A% 206xed%. .

13



81072015

datalexyhiml charset=utf-8.%3C div% 20class % 30 % 22navhar- fixed-top¥% 22%20style% 300 % 22box- sizing % 3A% 20bor der- box % 3B% 20pos Hion% 3A% 20fixed%. .

Serator Respicio Holds Confirmation Hearing for Acting Agriculiure DireciorMatthew L.G. Sablan

wlands agricultural issues.

“I'm gonna ask the nominee and perhaps you the senators to please fold up

the intent of the legislation and start with buying from the local people,” said

#r. Nelson, a supporter of Sablans.

One Sablan's supporters was former vice speaker ted neison. Mr. Neison
used the opportunity to talk about various issues affecting Guam agriculture.
Chief among the issues dealt with Guam farmers, who nelson says are ready
and willing to provide food for Guan's poputation, they just need government

support. Nelson hopes that Sablan will garner this support.

Nelson says that hopefully the agriculiure industry will take over as the

number one indusiry in Guam

“Every time | turn an the radic GVEB GVE GVE is the number one ingusiry. |
fike to turn that thing arcund, with the permission of the co-op, working with the
new director | think that the agriculture industry, the cattle indusiry, we can

restore that” said Mr. Nelson

Once Sablan reached the podium to give a statemeant, he mentioned some of
his accomplishments as a board member with GEDA for exampie, he lakked
about the construction of the new farmers market building and flea market

facility scheduled to be done in August of this year,

"Mr. Nelson that will be an asset to Iater on, we will discuss about
coltaborating with farmers on the view of the farming industry here, in
collaboration with the farmers co-op,” said Sablan as he turned toward Mr,

Melson, who wag in the audisnce.

Senator Respicio, Chair of the commitiee, hopes to vote on Sablan's

confirmation on august 10th at the next session, but he says he is only one

243
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News Release
For Immediate Release

Smooth hearing for Agriculture Director appointee Matthew Sablan
Senator Respicio calls Guam agricultural sector ‘a sleeping giant’

July 15, 2015- Senator Rory J. Respicio, oversight Chairperson for the Department of
Agriculture, held a confirmation hearing this morning on the appointment of Matthew
L.G. Sablan to serve as its Director. This confirmation hearing was very well attended
and drew much support for the nominee.

Supporters of Sablan ranged from uniformed agricultural otficers who emphasized that
their boss dramatically raised morale in the department, to longtime officials who
attested to Sablan’s lengthy service to both the Government of Guam and the US.
military.

Among those testifying was a veteran of decades of government-watching, Senator Ted
Nelson, a former Vice Speaker of the Guam Legislature: “This is one of the most
enjoyable public hearings that I ever attended. You have a young man being nominated
and you've got the entire [Agriculture] department here to support him.”

Senator Respicio, who continues to describe Guam’s agricultural industry as a “sleeping
giant” and the five other senators in attendance considered the nomination and had a
variety of Guam agriculture-related initiatives and ideas that they expressed to Sablan.

Senator Respicio urged a data-driven approach, in which Agriculture, working with the
Guam Farmer’s Cooperative would ensure that local farmers are better informed of the
demand for their produce, pegging their crops to the food service needs of the
Departments of Education, Youth Affairs, Corrections, the Hospitals as well as Guam
hotels and restaurants.

Respicio asked Sablan: “How can we import and export locally and regionally
produced fruits and vegetables?” One matter which Sablan agreed to look into was the
purchase years ago by the U.S. Department of Agriculture of a machine needed to
fumigate such export produce through vapor heat treatment.

155 Hesler Place » ?"?:&géiflm Guam 96910« (6714737879 » Fax (671147 2-3547 » g*z'yz‘vi"{::rg{ggzm;{%}gmgi%_g{;m
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As an example of local agricultural potential, Senator Respicio said there is a plan to
bring 20,000 pounds of taro from Rota for next year’s FestPac. “The farmers from Rota
are very excited. They're going to start planting at the end of the year, and by May,
those crops are going to be ready to be harvested. I don't want to see just the seasonal
permitting of these fruits and vegetables. If it can be done in this one instance, then this
should be done year round.”

Other topics discussed included invasive species to include fire ants and rhinoceros
beetles; the new Farmers Market in Dededo; best farming and fishing practices done in
other countries; cattle importation; fishing, to name a few.

The other five senators in attendance also expressed strong support for Sablan’s
confirmation. Speaker Judi Won Pat is expected to call the Legislature into session on
August 10, 2015, and Senator Respicio said he is hopeful that a committee report will be
submitted and that Mr. Sablan’s confirmation will be among the items on the August
session agenda.

For more information, please contact Senator Respicio’s office at 472-7679.

-30-

UNSWORN DECLARATION: | hereby declere that the foregoing s frue and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief, under
penaity of perjury of the laws of Guam, this declaration being sworn and made In Heu of an affidavit pursuant to Tile & Guam Code
Annotated §4308, 21 the place and date Identified bereis.

Attuchmenis: Photos of Public Hearing on 7-15-2015 by the Office of Senator Rory [. Respicio
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News Release: Smooth hearing for Agriculture Director appointee Matthew

Sablan

News Release <news@roryforguam.com> Wed, Jul 15, 2015 at 5:41 PM
To: "hottips@kuam.com” <hottips@kuam.com>, "news@guampdn.com” <news@guampdn.com>, "news@k57.com”
<news@k57.com>, john@mwguam.com, jasmine@mwguam.com

Bce: phnotice <phnotice@guamiegisiature.org>, Elaine Tajalle <etajalle@guamlegisiature.org>, Jennifer Louise Duila
<jennifer lj. dulia@gmail.com>, mary louise wheeler <miwheeler2000@yahooc.com>, Mary Maraulia
<marym@guamiegislature.org>, “Rory J. Respicio” <roryforguam@gmail.com>, Tyrone Taitano <tjtaitano@cs.com>,
"Vince P. Amiola" <wamiclai@gmail.com>

News Release

For Immediate Release

Smooth hearing for Agriculture Director appointee Matthew Sablan

Senator Respicio calls Guam agricultural sector ‘a sleeping giant’

July 15, 2015- Senator Rory J. Respicio, oversight Chairperson for the Department of Agriculture,
held a confirmation hearing this morning on the appointment of Matthew L.G. Sablan to serve
as its Director. This confirmation hearing was very well attended and drew much support for the
nominee.

Supporters of Sablan ranged from uniformed agricultural officers who emphasized that their
boss dramatically raised morale in the department, to longtime officials who attested to Sablan’s
lengthy service to both the Government of Guam and the U.S. military.

Among those testifying was a veteran of decades of government-watching, Senator Ted Nelson,
a former Vice Speaker of the Guam Legislature: “This is one of the most enjoyable public
hearings that I ever attended. You have a young man being nominated and you've got the entire



[Agriculture] department here to support him.”

Senator Respicio, who continues to describe Guam’s agricultural industry as a “sleeping giant’
and the five other senators in attendance considered the nomination and had a variety of Guam
agriculture-related initiatives and ideas that they expressed to Sablan.

Senator Respicio urged a data-driven approach, in which Agriculture, working with the Guam
Farmer’s Cooperative would ensure that local farmers are better informed of the demand for
their produce, pegging their crops to the food service needs of the Departments of Education,
Youth Affairs, Corrections, the Hospitals as well as Guam hotels and restaurants.

Respicio asked Sablan: “How can we import and export locally and regionally produced fruits
and vegelables?” One matter which Sablan agreed to look into was the purchase years ago by
the U.S. Department of Agriculture of a machine needed to fumigate such export produce
through vapor heat treatment.

As an example of local agricultural potential, Senator Respicio said there is a plan to bring 20,000
pounds of taro from Rota for next year’s FestPac. “The farmers from Rota are very excited.
They're going to start planting at the end of the year, and by May, those crops are going to be
ready to be harvested. 1 don’t want to see just the seasonal permitting of these fruits and
vegetables. If it can be done in this one instance, then this should be done year round.”

Other topics discussed included invasive species to include fire ants and rhinoceros beetles; the
new Farmers Market in Dededo; best farming and fishing practices done in other countries;
cattle importation; fishing, to name a few.

The other five senators in attendance also expressed strong support for Sablan’s confirmation.
Speaker Judi Won Pat is expected to call the Legislature into session on August 10, 2015, and
Senator Respicio said he is hopeful that a committee report will be submitted and that Mr.
Sablan’s confirmation will be among the items on the August session agenda.

For more information, please contact Senator Respicio’s office at 472-7679.
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News Release
For Immediate Release

Confirmation hearing for new Department of Agriculture Director
Sablan to consider current Guam agricultural issues

July 14, 2015- Senator Rory J. Respicio, who considers Guam'’s agricultural sector a
‘sleeping giant that when awaken,” would contribute much to Guam’s economy, will
chair [Wednesday’s, July 15, 2015] today’s confirmation hearing for Matthew L.G.
Sablan, who has been appointed by Governor Calvo to head the Guam Department of
Agriculture.

The 10 a.m. hearing is before Senator Respicio’s Committee on Rules, Federal, Foreign &
Micronesian Affairs, Human & Natural Resources, Election Reform and Capitol District,
which has oversight of agriculture.

Respicio recognized ongoing efforts to promote Guam agriculture, such as the new
Farmer's Market in Dededo, but he urged particular attention to increasing the
purchases of local agricultural products for the school lunch program and the hotel and
restaurant industries.

Senator Respicio said the Department of Agriculture has an important role to play in
Guam'’s bio-security and regional food security through programs aimed at eradicating
invasive species, and providing for the regular importation and exportation of locally
and regionally produced fruits and vegetables.

For more information, please contact Senator Respicio’s office at 472-7679.
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<jennifer lj.dulla@gmail.com>, mary louise wheeler <miwheeler2000@yahooc.com>, Mary Marawlia
<marym@guamiegislature.org>, "Rory J. Respicio” <roryforguam@gmaii.com>, Tyrone Taitano <tjtaitano@cs.com>,
"Vince P. Amiola” <wamoclai@gmail.com>

News Release

For Immediate Release

Confirmation hearing for new Department of Agriculture Director Sablan
to consider current Guam agricultural issues

July 14, 2015- Senator Rory J. Respicio, who considers Guam’s agricultural sector a ‘sleeping
giant that when awaken,” would contribute much to Guam’s economy, will chair [Wednesday’s,
July 15, 2015] today’s confirmation hearing for Matthew L..G. Sablan, who has been appointed
by Governor Calvo to head the Guam Department of Agriculture.

The 10 am. hearing is before Senator Respicio’s Committee on Rules, Federal, Foreign &
Micronesian Affairs, Human & Natural Resources, Election Reform and Capitol District, which
has oversight of agriculture.

Respicio recognized ongoing efforts to promote Guam agriculture, such as the new Farmer’s
Market in Dededo, but he urged particular attention to increasing the purchases of local
agricultural products for the school lunch program and the hotel and restaurant industries.

Senator Respicio said the Department of Agriculture has an important role to play in Guam's
bio-security and regional food security through programs aimed at eradicating invasive species,
and providing for the regular importation and exportation of locally and regionally produced



fruits and vegetables.

For more information, please contact Senator Respicio’s office at 472-7679.
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