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CHAIRPERSON 
COMMlTTEf ON RULES; FEDERAL, fORHGN & M!CRONESlAN AfFAIRS: 
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1 
The Honorable Judith T. Won Pat, Ed.D. 
Speaker 
I Mina'trentai Tres Na Liheslaturan Gtti1han 
155 Hesler Place 
Hagdltla, Guam 96910 

RE: Committee Report on the Appointment of Matthew L.G. Sablan 

Hafa Adai Speaker Won Pat: 

-~~ 

The Committee on Rules; Federal, Foreign & Micronesian Affairs; Human and Natural Resources, 
Election Reform, and Capitol District hereby reports out its findings and recommendations on the 
appointment of Matthew L.G. Sablan to serve as Director of the Department of Agriculture, Length of 
Term: To serve al the pleasure of the Governor. 

Committee votes are as follows: 

TO CONFIRM 

TO NOT CONFIRM 

TO REPORT OUT ONLY 

TO ABSTAIN 

TO PLACE IN INACTIVE FILE 

Rory J. Respicio 

155 Hesler PL1cc • Hag:ltfia, Guam 96910 • (671 )472-7679 • Fax: (671)472-3547 • roryforguam@gmail.com 
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MEMORANDUM 

To: 

From: 

All Members 

Senator Rory J. Respicio 
Committee Chairperson 

I Mina'rrentai Tresna Liheslaturan Guiihan 
THIRTY-THIRD GUAM LEGISLATURE 

Subject: Committee Report - Appointment of Matthew L.G. Sablan 

Transmitted herewith for your consideration is the Committee Report on the appointment of Matthew 
L.G. Sablan to serve as Director of the Department of Agriculture, Length of Term: To serve at the 
pleasure of the Governor. 

This report includes the following supporting documents: 

• Committee Vote Sheet 
• Committee Report Digest 
• Copy of the Appointment Letter to the Speaker 
• Copy of the Appointment Packet and Supporting Documents 
• Public Hearing Sign-in Sheet 
• Copies of Written Testimony and Supporting Documents 
• Referral of the Appointment 
• Notices of Public Hearing 
• Public Hearing Agenda 
• Related News Reports 

Please take the appropriate action on the attached voting sheet. Your attention to this matter is greatly 
appreciated. Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Si Yu'os Ma'ase! 
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SENATOR RORY J. RESPICIO 
MAJORITY LFADER 

1 A"iina'trentai Tres na LJhes!aturan G'udhan 
TH!RTY-THIRD GUAM LEGISLATURE 

JCOMMITTEE REPORT DIGEST 

L OVERVIEW 

rhv Curn1nittec nn Rules, Federal, Fon.'ig:n and l\·1k-ronesian Affairs; Hu1n;in and !\latura! Resourct'S, Ek,ctiun Refonn, an<.-! Capitnl Dbtrict dill\'l'ned a 

public hearing on \Vedn..,,sday, July 15, 2015 at HlOO A.\ct in the Public Hearing Roorn I)( I Lil1cslafurar1 CuaJwn. An11}ng the iterns 11n the ag:lT:dcl >YclS the 

considcrc1tinn of the appointrnent ,1f !Vtr. ~1atthciv L.G. Sablan to serve as the Director of the f)epartn1ent of Agriculture (Length of Ternr "fo serve at 

the pleasun: of the (;overnorl vvhose app,1intn1cnt hhtnry is as follovvs: 

• Appointed by Covernor Eddie Baz,1 Calv(' nn :Vlay l}, 20'!5; 

App(1inin1L'nt packet !onvardeJ to l Lihcslafura on '.'v1ay l'.i, 201'); 
• racket forwarded iP this corninittce for public ronsideratinn 1)11 M,xv 14, 2015. 

Public Notice Requirements 
Notices \Vt,,'fe dissen1inated vid e-rnail and iacsirnile to <>ll senators dnd .Ill rnain tnedia broadca<>tinh oulkts on July 8, 2015 (5-Day Nobce), and dgain un 
July IO, 2015 (48-H(1ur Notice), thereby inL'{_'ting the noticing requirC'n1enh of !ht' ()pen c;overn1ncnl Law .. \i,1tices wer.,,• abu transn1i1icd to various 

,.;take holders. 

Senators Present 
Senator Rory J. Respicio, Chairperson 
Sp(·<lkl·r _Judith T. \Von P,it, EdJ)., [x-()ffido '.'v1cn1ber 

Sennh)r ."1criss;:i B. Underw,11,ld, I'v1ernber 

Senator V. ;\nthony Ada, \,1cn1ber 
Senator Jan1es V. Espaldon 
Senator Thnrnas /\. f\1orrison 

IL SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY & DISCU55LON 
1. tv1r. F.L.G. Sablan, Provided Oral Testimony in Support of the Appointn1ent 
2, Mr. l'\'1el Hennegan, Guam National Guard, Provided Oral Testimony In Support of the Appoinhnent. 
3. 1\fkhael Reyes, Deparhnenl of Agriculture, Provided \:Vritten and ()ral Testi1nony In Support of the Appointment. ff!lcasc _,cc 11ffiJ<:fw,J ti11 

wnl!cn !c"!mw11y.J 

4. ~1r. Jessie Palican, Deputy Director, IJepartnu~nt of Agriculture, Provided Written and ()raI Testin1ony In Support of the Appointn1ent. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

l\1r. 
J\1r. 

IV1r. 

N1r. 

Ray Torres, Citizen, Provided \-Vriftcn and ()ral Testimony In Support of the Appointment. I J'!,'1h1' _~1-,· 11f!,1d;cd :rri!frn f,'~!imm1u 1 

Eric Palacios, Administrator, (;ua1n Environtnental Protection Agency, Provided ()ral Testimony In Support of the Appoinhnent 
l\1ark Aguon, l)epartment of Agriculture, Provided Oral Testimony In Support of the Appointment. 
'.\Iathan Rios, [)epartmcnt of Agriculture, Provided \-Vritten and Oral Testitnony In Support of the Appointn1ent. (1'!1'11:,;c _~1'1' ii!!1h'iit'd fi'r 

iiTillc11 irsfinl<'li_!J.j 

9. :V1r. Felix Benavente, Departn1ent of Public Works, Provided ()raI Testimony In Support of the Appointment. 
10. i\1rs. Samantha Sablan, Cuslo1n Fitness, In Support of the Appoinhnent 
11. Mr, Paul Claros, Custom Fitness, In Support of the Appointn1enL 
12. l'v1s. c;eorgette Sablan, Ambros, In Support of the Appointment. 
13. l'v1r. Pedro A. Leon C;uerrero, Guam Customs and Quarantine Agency, Provided Oral Testimony in Support of the Appointment. 
14. Senator Ted Nelson, Citizen, Provided Oral Testitnony in Support of the ;-\ppointment. 
15. l\-1r. Mike Borja, [Jeparhnent of Land Management, Provided Oral T eslimony in Support of the Appointn1ent 
16. i\1r. Kristopher Castro, lJepartment of Agriculture, Provided Oral T esti1nony in Support of the Appoinln1ent 
17 ~1atthew L,(;, Sabl.1n, ~ominee, Provided \-Vritten anti ()ral Testimony in Support of his AppointrnenL 

("h;1irrndn Sl'ndlor Rory L Respicio ;:;>lled the public hearing for :he appointrnent n( !\1r. Matthe\-V L,C, Sablan lo serve as !:he l)ireclor of the 

fh>p;ntntenl of AgrkuHun-' in order at lll:\13 A_:Vt ,1nd invited ih< .. ' panel h) testify 

l'vfr. F.L.(;, Sablan 

! :1111 here in support ul :vlr_ Sablan <ls DirL'dnr of l'vc> kno'<-Vn hi111 all rny liie, hP i;, rny yuungcr bruther. l L·an tdl yuu that you 

-:ouldn'f of !(1111Ei il betlcr person inr this position. Ht/ is dn hnnc~!, hardv,'orking nian, He has th,H aili1ude of ''kt's h{'t thing;, Jone" fhank VUlL 

IV1r. IV1el Hennegan 
! iln1 Co1nrrund S,1rgent tvfojor \'le! J-!ennq~an. the Sf'ninr Lnlistvd ()Hiccr iur fhl' t~uan1 \:"atiun,1! Cuard. ! h'(h norni11,1tvd bv \,fojor Cenl'ral l\ndinu a.nd 

novv l work for Ccncrill Leon Cucrrcro_ ! vv:1nl to ghT a verbal il's!in1onv <in \1dtthc"v StJblan, whn ,_-an1c inlo the '.\.L1tiu1ul Cu,ird in !9XS_ He \-Y3s ,ir1 

in"tn1nh'Dlill part of gnnvlh. cspcdallv when Wt' ;vcrc still in the Fort Juan N1un.)_ He'"'"°' dlh'<lys in lht• !raining dnd op,'raii<.)tb «r('na. l-1£' )-;fl'\V up in 

lhl' !-\c0ion,1] Training ln;.,!itutt', an area vvherv thv basic lr<1i11ing soldier.; \-vould cun1l' in prior ft; fr1'-' trtiining in the US. I Iv lvds t1p,irl of ih<1L He led a lni 
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of 1)ur S•)ldicrs vvho are the le;:iders today. fhc c;udn1 Cuard is a very r<-'1bust ;u:d high pan_'d Prgani;;-ation. \Ve'vl' done dep!nyn1ents fn<n1 /dpha, BraV<), 

Charlie, l)elta and \VdS part of a very lon)o; deploy1nent of 16 n1onths. 1--h' did a great j(lb in the !raining dnd operatinns rn<1king sure th~· unil \Vds in place. 

\Vc·ve )!/>Ht' to Afghanistan and Iraq as a plah1nn. \1alt Sablan's biggest highlight \Vas when he tnok t)n a n1is:-,ion to go to \rtindanao. He \Vas ffhltched. 

up \Yith a young platoon lead('r. Flv \\?:-;the <;nundboard of that p!dtonn. J can 'iily that bv thL' gracL' ,)f Cod, \NL' pickt'<l tlk' right IL,advr to rnatch up \Vi th 

a young k'ader. VYhcn tht<y can1(' back the rnoral \VclS incrvdibly high. Yfatt vvas part uf their livec; and '"''ilS part of all lhaL }-le 'ier.,,-ed il t(ltal of 27 y0ar"-. i 

folt like if \-'/<ls i1nport;u1t for fflL' to highlight his tnilitary carL'Cr. bdit'Ve lx' lvill do a µ;:rl'at j,;b. 

Senator !\t'spido thanked hi~ for hie, !est:in1ony and his -;L'rvi'-"-'-

1'v1ichacJ Reyes (j-'ftrl:>t' "tY at!:ldi!'d fin wriffr11 lr::fiimmy.J 

l'vir. Ray Torres r Please S;Y atfa(hed f(ir :crifh n !c.~ti!fli'ilJ.t-J 

l\1r. Eric Palacios 

Good niorn!ng, I an1 the Administrator ()f the Cu;un Environmental !'roted ion Agency and l an1 here today hi \)ff er teslin1ony in support ot ?v1r. ~vLltt 

Sablan as the I)irector of Agriculture. I've kn\nvn hirn for a short anlounl of thnc since \Ve've bl'cn colleagues in thv Cabinet, but f '-'an really say that his 

cornrnitlnt'ni to n1ove th<..' bland fonvard \vi th the issucs at his Dt'part1nent and naitirdl rt'sourccs. \\'ith all !ht' Agrkulture proft'Ssionab h(T'--' today, it 

vulun1L'S of his u1pabilitics and qualifications to mPVl' fdrw.ird. l fully support his appointn1ent 

!\1r. !\lark Aguon 

J !n(i-; /'idni. Since \1r. Sablcin has nin1t' in th~; d('txirtn1cnt_. \1r. Snblan kno\YS \vhai it rncans to be a pub!iL· e;ervan!. \Vv had n1ajur issues hi! thl' depariJneni 

i.YhL'll he first arrivecL \\'nrking \.vith hin1, i knc\v we \Vl'J\' \Yorking in ihe right diredion. f fully -,uppori hirn. The ffl\)fdl di llx' Depdrtn\lTit has y;one up. 
The Divisions hdvc ;.;cen the light at the end of the tunnl'L \Vi/Vl' seen ,\ rou;.;h history_ Scnil!nr Respicio, hL' wants lo \Vork with your lJifkl'- Pleasc 

confinn hin1 today. 

Mr. Nathan Rios (P!ca::.c S<'C atf11d1ed}ilr uwif!!'l1 k'>ihn,-my.} 

Mr. Felix Benavente 
l an1 here tn provide tesliniony. I have knri\vn hin1 for 3\) ycar" .it the Dcp.irtn1t'nl of Public \Yorks. lv1aithevv \Vas a quil~t, edger to learn young rnan_ He 

had ;1 curious \vay uf looking at things. He wnrked hirnsdt to be a !'Janner I ~4. flL' is a good lL'an1 player and krk'\V hovv to n1ake ll'a1ns. I-le had a \V,)V to 
g<'l \\'ork done. l alsn vvorked vvith hirn in bst hvo sh>rn1s. l dn1 proud to knO\A/ !'-Aatthe\V ;ind hb pruicssinnal dcvclnpnH'nl. 

Speaker Judith Won Pat L'01n1n'-•nted on the prntection nf the island cnvironntL'nt and natural rc:>OlJr(es. She l'ncnuragcd the Cuan1 Envirunn1cntal 

!'rotcctiun Agency to \vork .:-hisdy \Vith the Dcpartlncnt of Agriculture. She highlighted the issue of f!uod fflitigation in Tumon and no!L'd that if vva<; 
rare fn '>L'C conservdti(ln offkl'rs te:-;tifying. She congraluLitcd the nc\v recruit<; of con...,crva1ion officers 
l)n;h;cti,1n 1\f island cnvin1ntnL'ni and natufa] re<.;<1urces 

l\-1r. Torres <;tc1tcd thtif he hopes the rhino beetle isc.uc is ,1ddressed Hl()re. 

Chairrr1an Rf'spicio invited the ncxi pand to f:t><;tify. 

!\1r. Pedro A. Leon (;uerrero 

l arn lhc Director o( Cuarn CustPn1s <Ind Quaranlinc Agency. I anl hvrv lo -;trong rl'(OJntnvnd thv etJnfirn1ation of \-Ir. :vt1Hheh' S<1blan. ! first n1ct \1d1f 

L"i ycdrs -'f:O ,11 the Fatlk·r Duen;is '.vh~rnori<>! School when ollr c;ons plilved foulball logether_ ! had sevcr,1! upportuniiic'> to \Vtirk with \1r. S-iblan vvhcn 

he \Vas the Deputy and nPw the Acting Dir(Ytor c>i t11L' Departrnent of i\gricu!iure_ \\\; \.Y(ffkl'd togt'iher on !he firs! ..,.hip:nent u{ ~'atlk cnrriing in. \·Ve 
\ven; each other':; backup, !i~, i:; very pcopk,~fricndly and vonlfllllnicdlc'> vvdl with his subordin,1tc;-;. 

Senator T cd N'elson 

Tod;iv is l'1nc of the rnnst c'njoYab!v public hearings thdt t'vc atlcndt'd. The eniirl' Dcp;1r1n1cnt is here to support hirn_ You can sec hov< citcctive this 

\-uung in.in is, He e-111 t-;t'i hi'.'> lnNips loy;c!hvr. Thvrc \;;high rn(lraJc_ f conp;ratulatc hin1. He is looking fnr the best line of pcopk vvhtJ can 'itand up and 

cnUH.ll''1)-;l' ,1nd support the pt'op!c of Cl1'1JTL l'l'ut ic, dn ch,iraderbtic< fhcfl' <lrc vari\Jus legislation fr·ut Jn' in tht' buuks thai can b(' 

Ph.•n<e•1Hc<l in ordL;r tu rnakv ihc' LA.T'<Wln•ent 1non· t'ffr,ctitT. t-Vc need to h,·!p thv Chan1orro pc·op!c and !hv !ncd) fannvrc._ Tht'n: is lqz;i;:-;/diiun \.\'hich l 

introdu<'cd \Vhid1 i! rnandaling iha! tfh' Covenunen! uf (;u;ur1 :-;h;lll procurt'. \Ve have n1isscd the b~)af un h)l1risn1 and e,·onon1v of !he i;:-;land. i fcvJ in 

order tu help our peopll\ :i-..;k d1e non1incc tu fu!!nv,- up lln the inknt ~if !he lcgis!afinn. 1/i/c need !o buy fr,)ff1 our ]Pc,1! peuph', \\:,, n,;cd to find nut hn>Y 

nnKh b bving pn1dutv11 \V,, l1t'l'd to fpcus on lhL' fishing righb. lf vou have anv pr,1b!cn1s, µ,et together and talk in n1aking this ic.;Jand <l better pl;h\' 
\\'ith a new Din'ctor .ind Dcputv, thb i;;li!nd vvill be a better pLk'c. f'hank you. 



.\'Ir. ~fike Borja 

Committee Report for Mr. Matthew l.(;. Sablan to serve as the Director of the Deparhnent of Agricullure 
Co:nn1ittee nn l·Iu1nan & Ndtural l\c·snurces 

Jof J 

\1a!l Sablan \Vil! be a fruitful asset on n1anv \vays tn proh:ct our vvorkers and people n( Cuan\, espvdally in issues of biohazarJ such dS the firt· ,1nb, 

fhtesc sn1all creatures have L·hanged thv L'alcu!dtiuns on lands ,;ind properties being used. 

Mc Kristopher Castro, Departn1ent of Agriculture, Provided ()ral Testimony in Support of the Appointlnent 
I .nn in full support u{ the Acting Diredor. As lht.' c:aying )o?/k'S, "R,,n1c 1-vas n<)t built in seven "\\'ilh H1t.' lcadcrshiF' with vvhich h<.' providvs. vnu sve 
the big d1;1ngcs on hon· the nlorcil is. l just v,·;1ni tu thank hin1. I've b,;,_'n in for a liUlc •)f nine years. Seeing hirn a-, a !cadL'f, he has the potential to bring 

thi-, ! )cpartn1cnt ll) a nC\Y ern. Thank ynu_ 

!V1r. t\-tatthe\-v L.G. Sablan 

Chainnan Respicio thanked the nornincc .ind Cov1..'rtlllf Calvo for his arpninfn1cnt. f-ft' noted that \.VC hdvc to be dat<1 dri\·cn and !ind oul hovv nn;ch 

produce \NC arc in1p•)rting, 

l\1r. 1\1atthew Sablan said be \v,1uJJ d1Pck an1..-! wnrk vvith Dr. Can1pbell on data yil'ld SPrving on 1..·ydc •Jt crops and critic.:il infurn1a!inn on thv 

in1ror!ation uf producv. 

Chainnan R('spicin opened thv floor tn thP '>t'nalurs for questions. 

Speaker Won Pat brought up the topk o( pest control and for !hf' Acting Dirvctnr 1·0 take nok of tht' issues. She asked to bring in expert'.' and 
professionals hJ vvork \.vith ndghburing islands in regard-, to clin1;'.lk' d1<1ng~' to rnakc rCL'onunending changes dnd dso fucus un indigt'noth (ishing 
righis. 

Senator V. I\nthony A_da !hanked N1r. Sablan for taking the Covernor's call and again thanked hin1 for his inany years of st'rvicc to our island. t-Ie nott·d 
his n1ilitary experience n1akcs hirn a good leader \vhich will help hie. Dt'p.:utrnent go vvht'fl' he vvnuld vvan! lht>nt to go. I It, said that he give-; his full 
suppnrt on l\r1r. Sablan's non1inatit1n. 

Senator Jan1es Espaldon said thnt he ,.lppivdatcd lhL' Departnicnt of Agriculture's n1l'n for cdrning down t,) lhf' 1-cgisbt1Hc' tu !cstifv_ ! Jc Sdid lhilt "1r. 
Sablan bring a high !t·vcl df uJtnfurL I Jc n()lt•d hl' \Vas a fanncr !or five years o{ his life <lnd understands ihv challenges lhdt go intn c1griculturL' business, 
cnn-.;\TVdtion .ind pn1ivdion nf na!ur;iJ resources, I le expressed that '.v1r. Sablan ha" the char,1ct('ric.lic'> of il gnod leader and lnok" forv,-ard tu 1vl'irking 

with hin\, 

Senator Thomas t\1orrison congratulakd lhL' non1inL'c anLi shared that he has witnL:sscd his cxpcricnL·c first hand dnd style. He said that t'v-crything lhdt 

has bn.'n said about hir:n is true, 

Nn further tes!ifnony being oifvrcd, Chclirn1dn F:cspit·i(> !hen ded.-1red that app(li:ntn•~'nt fr,r lv1r. !v1atthe\v L.C. Sabldn lo serve as the Dirl'dor ,,,f thL' 
f),'}'"1-trnvnt t>i Agriculture \Vas duly heard. The public hc;lring condtJ(h'd ,1t !2:09 P.\'vt 

l!L WRITIEN TESTIMONY 
1 < l'v1ichael Reyes, f)cpartn11:!nt of Agriculture, Provided \Vritten and ()ral Testimony In Support of the Appointment i f!lrasc .~,,,-attached fo1 

:crifin: ic::.timonv_) 

2. 1\-1r. Jessie Palican, IJepartment of Agriculture, Provided Written and Oral Testimony ln Support of the Appointment. 'flc,be s>t attached 1;,,. 
:critltn /csti111om1-_; 

3. 1'v1r. Ray Torres, Citizen, Provided \Vritten and Oral Testin1ony tn Support of the Appointment. 1 !'in6i' :'iY afiad1,·d t:n :r!'i!tdi lc>li1nu1n;.J 

4. 1'v1r. Nathan Rios, [Jepartment of Agriculture, Provided Written and ()ral Testimony Jn Support of the Appointment !f1[n1s,' :on' rit!adicd 
::critlcn lh:fimt!i!1!. 1 

5. IV1ayor June U. Blas and Vice Mayor _Jessie P. Bautista, Barrigada, Provided \-Vritten Testimony In Support the- Appointn1enL 1 !'in<.'>( 
al!ac!wd ti.Jr :xril/01 i1':-;fiu1011v,j 

6. l)r. Thomas Poole, :\-1PH., f)Vi\-1, l)ACVP!V1, Provided Written Testimony In Support the Appointn1ent. 1 /!fr,.1~·1 .<l',' 

ir.'-'fill!O!l!f.) 

7, lV1r. Matthew L.(;, Sablan, l)epartment of Agriculture, Provided \.Vrittc-n and Oral Testimony Jn Support of his Appoinhnent. (Pf1'dsi' .'<\' 

tc<f1mcJ1w 

I\ .FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
I11c C ornn1iUt'e on Rule-,, FedercJL Forl'ign c1nd :V1icrtll1l:sian Aft airs; Hurrun and N,iturdl Rcsuurl·vs, ElvctiPn Rdonn, and Capitni '''""'' '" ,, , 
1 \U! the appoinbnent nf !'v!r. tv1atthew L.G, Sablan to serve as the [)irector of the Dep.1rlr:ncni nf Agticultun; >Yiih the n.<eon1nh'lldi!ti{1n .j.."...'01!.'LLil~"' 

• ruryt: Jrgua 1n(Vg1nail.c1 ini 



EOOIE BAZA CALVO 
Cf11i-l':rn(;f' 

RAY TENORIO 

MAY 1 3 2015 

Honorable Judith T. Won Pat, Ed.D. 
Speaker 
I !v1ina'trentm Tres Na Lilzes/aturan Gudlza11 
155 Hesler Street 
Hagatf\a, Guam 96910 

Dear Madame Speaker: 

By virtue of the authority vested in me pursuant to the Organic Act of Guam and 
the local laws applicable to the following position, I am pleased to transmit the 
following appointment and supporting documents for: 

APPOINTEE: Matthew L.G. Sablan 

POSITION: Director, Department of Agriculture 

TE!{M LENGTH: To serve at the pleasure of the Governor 

The appointment is subject to the consent of I Lilzes/at11mn G11rlha11. Please 
schedule a hearing at your earliest convenience. 

Se 11sera n1e 11f e,, 

/#/ 
EDDIE B~ CALVO 

0451 

-

;_,J 



EDDIE BAZA CALVO 
Gort'rnor 

RAY TENORIO 
[_1eu1t::1ri1n1 Governor 

2015 

Re: Appointment as Director, Department of Agriculture 

Dear Mr. Sablan: 

Thank you for your commitment to serve the people of Guam. The Calvo­
Tenorio administration continues to face unprecedented challenges, both 
near and long-term. The task ahead of us will require the collective efforts 
of the best minds who have the courage to make tough decisions for the 
good of all our people. Pursuant to my authority under the Organic Act of 
Guam, I hereby appoint you to serve in the Calvo-Tenorio administration 
as: 

Director, Department of Agriculture 
Length of term: To serve at the pleasure of the Governor 

This appointment is subject to the consent of l Liheslatur1m G111'/ha11. Pending 
the consent of, and confim1ation of this appointment by I Lilreslat11m11 
G111lhm1, you are hereby appointed to serve as Director of the Department of 
Agriculture in an acting capacity. 

This appointment is effective Monday, May 4, 2015. If you have any 
questions, please contact the Office of the Governor at 472-8931. 

Se11sera11zen te, 

~A_// 'Fr- .. 
EDDIE BAZA CAL VO 

l'-.r) H{>\ _::q~,() • l l:t~!<ltna, ( ll1~tn1 •)eiq_;_~ 

l t..•! · H1 711 -l ? -:1-«~(i _;I • F:1 \ - 1 «'?: 1 ,.j. 7 7 -.J\~h • :.:P\ ;:rnnr.~: t1:1nl.)2.! -\ • l- ,J k\ld:u-_:._' 1 L:1\ i ~~-'- n 



OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
GUAM 

Agency Director/General Manager Nomination Information 

The following information is required for submission to the Speaker of 1 Liheslaturan Guahan in 
accordance with Title 4, Guam Code Annotated Section 2103: 

last Name Sablan First Matthew M.I. L.G. Date May 08, 2015 

Address 

City 

Phone 

Position to which Appointment 
is Made 

Are you a citizen of the United 
States? 

Et'IUCATION 

ApartmenVUnit # 

State - ZIP -E-mail Address 

Director (Department of Agriculture) 

YES X NO 
If no, are you authorized to work in 
the U.S.? 

YES 

High School George Washington Senior High School City/State Mangilao I Guam 

From 1973 To 1976 Did you 
YES X graduate? NO Degree 

College City/State 

From To Did you 
YES 

graduate? NO Degree 

Rev_ 04-2013_v.2.scm All other vernions obsolete 

NO 



Graduate 
School 

From 

Other 
Degree 

From 

To 

To 

Did you 
graduate? 

Did you 
graduate? 

EMP.t:OYfVIENJ Ht$TQRY 
(1) Present Department of Agriculture 
Employer 

City/State 

YES 

City/State 

YES 

Position 

Address 163 Dairy Road, Mangilao, Guam 96913 
Dates 
Held 

(2) Previous Department of Agriculture Position 
Employer 

Address 163 Dairy Road, Mangilao, Guam 96913 Dates 
Held 

(3) Previous CNMI Public School System Position Employer 

Address Songsong Village, Rota Dates 
Held 

(4) Previous 
Guam Army National Guard Position 

Employer 

Address Barrigada Guam Dates 
Held 

( 5) Previous Department of Public Works Position Employer 

Address Upper Tuman Dates 
Held 

PRIOR GOVERNMENT OF GUAM SERVICE 

Agency Phone 

Address 

Job Title From: 

Rev. 04-2013 __ y.2.scm AJI other verstons obsolete 

NO Degree 

NO Degree 

Acting Director 

May 04. 2015 to present 

Deputy Director (please see attachment no. 1) 

December 01, 2013 to May 03, 2015 

Anny JROTC Instructor 

June 2012 to November 2013 

Please see attachment no. 2 

December 1985 to May 2012 

Please see attachment no. 3 

March 1978 to September 2004 

To 



Agency Phone 

Address 

Job Title From: To 

PRIOR·.GOVE~MENt.•seRVICE·(~XCLUDlHG GO\ieR~MENTOF•·GUAM) 

Agency Phone 

Address 

Job Title From: To 

Agency Phone 

Address 

Job Title From: To 

TRAINING 
Institute/Seminars/On-the-Job Training: Please see attachments nos. 1 & 2 Date 

AWARQs·· 
List all educational, professional, civic awards, and recognition for public service: 

Please see attachments nos. 1 & 2 

Rev. 04-2013_..-.2.scm All other v,,r.;;ions obsolete 11Fage 



•P/tQF~SSl()NAL'lftl\f Pt.YEi4Et#·· 
List involvement on a local/national/international level, list organization, activities participated in, offices held: 

cp~Nl'fV I Cr./IC INQYLEf{i;tff 
List organizations, activities, participated In, offices held Coached Sinajana Pepsi Giants Babe Ruth Baseball League for 

Rookie and Minor divisionsJrom 1995 to 1997. Member of Father Duenas High School Sports Booster Club from 1998 to 

2006. Member of Para Todu Rugby Club Sports organization from 2005 to present 

·PUBUCATIQNS~()PRES,ENTA.TIOJ'is 
List any published articles, papers delivered at professional meetings, etc.: 

MILITARY SERVICE (Pl£4$E ATTACH FQRM oiJ.tUJ 
Branch Army From Dec. 1985 To May 01, 2012 

Rank at Discharge Sergeant First Class Type of Discharge Honorable 

Rev_ 04-2013_v 2.scm .AJI other \l'ersions obsolete 



( 1) Have you ever been found guilty of a felony in any court, whether within or without 
the United States? 

If so, please specify in detail: 

(2) Have you ever been declared mentally incompetent by any court, whether within or 
without the United States? 

If so, please specify in detail the reasons and facts related to such declaration: 

(3) Have you ever been foUlld not guttty or not punishable in any criminal proceedings by 
reason of insanity? 

(4) Have you ever been confined to a mental institution for any reason? 

YES N0 1X 

YES NO :X 

YES NO')( 

YES NO :X 

If so, please specify in why the awainting authority believes you that you are not suffering from any mental illness or 
affliction: 

Rev. 04~2013_v2.$cm 



TO: 

FROM: 

Statement of Financial Interests 
(Required by 4G.C.A.§13104.1) 

Governor Eddie Baza Calvo 
Ricardo J. Bordallo Governor's Complex 
Adelup, Guam 969!0 

Matthew Leon Guerrero Sablan 

'1'J I have no financial interest in any business 

O I do have interest(s) in the following business( es): 

Name and address of business interest: Type and amount of interest 

May 08, 20.1s._. __ _ 

Date 

AU other v0fSk)os obs.otete 6[Page 



AFF1n1i.m.1 .. oec~t1t)ti 1.J~l:lsi:tP1i~1:;Jx'c?f.Pi:R<.1t.1RY. 
I, the undersigned, do hereby depose and say that (1) I have read and reviewed the information contained in 

the attached Appointment/Nomination letter from the Governor of Guam; (2) that the matters contained in the 

Appointment/Nomination letter, together with all attachments thereto, are true and correct and that I am 

competent to testify to said matters; and (3) that this Declaration is made for the purpose of complying with 

the requirements of 4 G.C.A. Section 2103.5. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of Guam (4 G.C.A. Section 4308) that the foregoing is true 

and 

correct 

Signature Date May 08, 2015 

Rev 04-2013_" 2 scm Afl other ver..:aons obsolete 



Attachment no. 1 

Deputy Director 

December 01, 2013 to May 03, 2015 

Responsible for overseeing and managing the department's operation. 

Committee member with GEDA for the construction of the new Farmer's Market Building and 

Flea Market facility scheduled for completion in July 2015 

Responsible for the coordination and importation permit of 17 cattle from Saipan in August and 

September 2014 as a result of Bill 297-32 introduced by Speaker Judith Won Pat, Senator Tina 

Muna Barnes and the late Senator Ben Pangelinan and signed into Public Law 32-161 by 

Governor Calvo in May 2014. 

Currently, overseeing and coordinating with the Department of Public Works on the phases for 

the construction of the 'Paseo de Susana Fishing Platform. This project is scheduled for 

completion no later than February 2016. 

Member of the Medical Marijuana Advisory Board as a result of PL 32-237 as of February 16, 

2015. 

Re-established the department's Conservation Officers to be under Director's Office. Recruited 

three Limited Term Conservation Officers. 

Task force member of the proposed Pago Bay Boat Ramp Project. 

Incident Commander for the recovery and disposal of the beached Baleen and Beaked whale, 

Attended the 162 Western Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Council meeting in March 

2015, Honolulu, Hawaii. 

Supported department's following activities: 

Annual Kid's Fishing Derby 

Annual Pig Hunting Derby 

Liberation Day Parade 

Various outreach and educational events 

Department 11 ''Annual May Harvest Festival (May 6, 2015) 



Attachment no. 2 

Guam Army National Guard 

Platoon Sergeant (11B48 Infantry) Assistant Operations Sergeant 

18 December 1985 - 01 May 2012 (retired) 

Deployments 

Operation Enduring Freedom, Joint Special Operation Task Force, Sulu Island, Philippines 

(January to October 2010) 

Operation Enduring Freedom, Central Command, Djbouti, Africa (January 2007 to May 2008) 

Military Supervisory Courses 

Certified Army Junior ROTC Instructor (June 2012) 

Advanced Non Commission Officer Course - 11B48 Infantry {August 1996) 

Basic Non Commission Officer Course - 11B3 Infantry (March 1993) 

Battle Focus Instructor Course (April 1996) 

Military Awards 

Army Commendation Medal 

Joint Service Achievement Medal 

Army Achievement Medal (611
) 

Armed Forces Reserve Components Achievement Medal (4'") 

National Defense Service Medal (2° 0
) 

Humanitarian Service Medal (2'd) 

Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal 

Armed Forces Reserve Medal (with M device) 

Non Commissioned Officer Professional Development (numeral 3) 

Army Service Ribbon 

Overseas Service Ribbon (2'0 ) 

Army Reserve Component Overseas Training Ribbon 

Guam Commendation Medal w/ Bronze Oak Leaf 

Faithful Service Medal w/ 24 Years Device 

Overseas Service Bar (third award) 



Attachment no 3 

Department of Public Works 
Highway Planning Section, Division of Engineering 

Planner IV - October 1998 to September 2004 (retired) 

Planner ii - May 1990 to October 1998 

Planner i - February 1987 to May 1990 

Planning Technician I - March 1978 to February 1987 

Education and Training: 

Graduated from George Washington Senior High SchooL (1973 - 1976) 

Engineering and Architectural Drafting Course - Guam Community College (May 1980) 

Report and Technical Writing Workshop - Department of Administration {December 1986) 

AUTOCAD Level 1 Guam Community College (October 1994) 

Time Management - Guam Community College (September 1996) 

Supervisory and Management Workshop - Department of Administration (October 1998) 

Weapons of Mass Destruction Incident Management - National Emergency Response & Rescue 

Training Center (June 2003) 

Post Earthquake Safety Evaluation of Buildings Office of Civil Defense {November 2003) 

Safe Work Zone Traffic Control Workshop - Federal Highway (March 2004) 

WMD Radiological I Nuclear Awareness Course - Office for Domestic Preparedness (June 2004) 

Skills : Microsoft Excel. Word and Power Point 



Government of Guam 
GUAM POLICE DEPARTMENT 

RECORDS & IDENTIFICATION SECTION 
P.O. Box 23909 

Guam Main Facility, Guam 96921 

April 28, 2015 

SUBJECT: CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORD 

[NAME: Matthew LG SABLAN 

DATE OF BIRTH: FINGERPRINT#: ONE 

• he individual has no record of criminal conviction(s) in GPD files that ar~ 
subject to Guam law and rules and regulations of the Department. I 

****************NOTHING FOLLOWS***************** 

?HIS INFORMAT!ON MAY BE LIMITED TO A LOCAL CRIMINAL OFFENSE ONLY AND IS NOT IVTEVDED FOR CSE FOR .4\!Y LOCAL. 
STA TE. OR FEDERAL LAW E.VFORCLHENT AGE'iCY 

('--f., 
v 

Th~ absence of an origina.1 (;liAM P()LICE 

S(>ai in1;alidates fhi:'I polke dc~ranee. 
RE' !!>Ht IM.!-~.-?!IU 

By Direction: priscilla 



SUPERIOR COURT OF GUAl\tl 
Guam Judicial Center • 120 West O'Brien Drive • Hagatna, Guam 96910 

DANIELLE T. ROSETE 
Clerk of Courts 

Name MATTHEW LG SABLAN 

SS#: ID# Date of Birth: 

Telephone (671) 475-3370 
Fax (671) 472-2856 

CERTIFICATE OF SEARCH 

'f'be undersigned (_'Jerk herehy ccrti fies the follcnving results of a di/ igent search of the records of this (~ourt: 

(~riminaJ (:ases: Civil Cases: 

A. N No Case Found A. No Case Found 

B. I Criminal Case No. B. I. Civil Case No. 

~ C~riminal (.~a<;e No_ 2. Civil Case No. 

3. Criminal Case No. 3. Ci vi I Case No. 

4. (~r!1ninal C:a .. 'ie No. 4. Civil Case No. 

5. Criminal Case No. 5 .. Civil Case No. 

Criminal Record: Page 1 of 1 Civil Record: Page 1 of 1 

Request for funher inf(1m1ation may be addressed at the Records [)ivision of the Superior Court of Gua1n, CJuru11 Judicial 

Center, 120 West O'Brien Drive, Hagatf\a. Guam. Hours of operation are Monday ··Friday, 8:00 a.rn. to 5:00 p.m. 
Closed Saturdav. Sunday and Jocalilederal holidays. Court Clearances are Non-Refundable 

Dated: 04/27/2015 

The absence of an 

original Coun_ Seal 

invalidates this 

document 

DANIELLE T. ROSETE 

Clerk of~':' -

BY:~. 
De t\' Clerk 

Prepared Hy: OMN 



C~-UT!ON'. NOT TC BE USED FOR Tr-f!S 1$ t..N !MF-OP;TLJ·.ZT RECG"<;C t.J.'\' A_L TERt- 7"!0NS !N $t-)£ .. :::.iso AR£t.s 
iC' Et-.iTIF!CA 710N PURPOSE'.$ $A.FE.'.?\Jt..?:G :T. 2EN:t:)E;:;; t<::,;;i_M ',/0!'.J 

CERT:FICP.TE OF RELEASE OR D!SCkfa .. R,3:: FRGt.t; t:::Tl\/E DUTY 

.1·~ ~A~E 1L62i/!,,0! r,,f._i{jd!O ~.-~+r,-: ~-!;',..,,-. i 2: DEPARTMENT, COMP-:JNENT AND BPJ..NCH 
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·4~GAA0E~--RATE OR RANK- b~AY GPJ..tE-- - -·-;·5~-DAT£O~~--a!R·TH'----~,-r.'.h':--::•. 6, RESERVE 03L!GATION TEPJ.l!NATION DAT£ 
c:-_: :F·::: E 0 7 ,'Y\"~'-,';;.{f,7{:['-

8a. L.AST DUTf ASSlGNMENT ANO MAJOR COMMAND 

9. COMMAND TO WM!CH TRANSFERRED 

13 0ECO-~T'IONS. MEDALS, BADGES C~TATlONS AND CtJ/<Fl.iGN 

R158GNS AWARDED OK AU'fH'OR!ZED .:,1: -~ "'°''"-'<-t 

_:,:____':·! l 'c: \::-c:t<£tt:· M2'~;;.,L .' . .:.._s::MY ;._Ci~ r I'.:',/ '::.1.'.~.C-i':::' !dE:: .-::.1 ,-
, ,_;-;-H 1".H.~RL'J / ,.:_:,·Mi ?.2SE::_<,JE c:.-::;;,;;_;,:;NCNT.'~; 

_:c..c::~l~\'EMit~T MEIJ/.;,L i4T:-£ AKAP_IJJ /.'l:·J.b_TlOl'JJ~L 
DE£--"2f-LS2 .:.~2R~/IC.:E MEDJ..L '.:2MD A\\'.~~RD'i ,- ;:~r.,.:)2./1.L 
WAR .~_.,N TEF'.ECRI;M- EXP~DITICNA..'RY MECJ~L" 
i-HJT'f:..bJJITARI.bJ-: SER1J~CE f/;EDAL//CO!J1' IN BLVCY~ l 8 

10 SGLl COVER.AGE 

AMOUNT: S. _: C 

NONE 

~~~fQP~~L~§!9!iS.f?._TI-i_lt_9__!-J_Q!.i __ ~B.YJCE ACADEMY __ ------------ __ . ------------· ··---------------~~----j·------1~~-~--L-~ 
b. COMMiSS!ONED THROUGH ROTC SCHOLARSHIP {iO use Sec 2107b} ! YES l z i NO 
-~-'ENL-1s-TEo'UNOE-R"LOAN-REPAYMEN,TPROOAAM-r7GUSCCn-~-p--;~~~;~~f-;.;;~;-r;;~7,;----iJ~--------·---------- . -:------ vEs!--:-~TN() 

16. DAYS ACCRUED LEAVE 17. MEMBER WAS PROVIDED COMPLETE DENTAL EXAMINATION ANO ALL APPROPRIATE. I YE~ NO 

PAID-::_; 5 DENTALSERYJCESANOTREATMENTwtTHfN90DAYSPRIORTOSEPARATION ~ X 

18.- REMARKS //////////I//! !J/ I/////! I// I I I! I///// J //I///! I/ )j" I// I I// f/ 'I !/i ! / i 1 ! ! i ///f_i J /!//I/ I I// .1 i I!!//// i -
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;:; OlC022-"i - 2".:·100827 //ITEM _"12D ABOVE '.JO-SS NOT P.CCOGNT FOR i-i.N.N'Cll....L At~D/OR WEBKEN:J TRAINING 
1·Br ?, SCLDI.ER MJ'\Y HAV8 P.~CCOMPLISHED PEI OR TO DATE ENTERED 11~ I?EM J. 2Ji./ / !NDIVII)TJAL 
c:oM~·LETED PERIOD FOR \.'>"RICH OR.DB.RED TO J,CTIVE DUTY FOR f''lTPPOSE OF POST .SERVICE B2N'2Fl'I'8 
p_r,.11) EtJTITLEMEN"'l'S/ /ORDERED TO ~:;.CTIV"E DlITY IN SUPPORT OF OPERATION EJ'illl!RING F@EDOM -
PH1Ltr,Prr.J3S Ll',;W 10 USC 12302//MEfv'"iliER H-1\S COMPLETED FIRST FULL TER!•i OF SERVICE//AUTHO.RJZED 
.S.YOULDEP_ .~~LE2:'-IE INSIGNIA fOR FORMER W.A--r;:,T 1.ME SERVI CE//SEE ATTACHED CONT lN\JATION SH:SE'l' 
The •nforrnation cor:!aitled herei:i l~ s1:1b)ect to compU!er rn:atchhg withi:i the Department~ Defense or with a'.)y othi!'lf affeiee-C Ft..-d!':"ra! or ncm-F~eral agency for verif1Cat1on 
pur ses ar.d to determine di billty for, snd/or continued compli~ce with, the req~re-ments of a Federal befl'>Jrt r~m. 

20. MEMBER REQUESTS COPY 6 BE SENT TO (Speaty statalTocalityJ ______ Ci~-- OFFICE OF VETERANS AFFAJRS X J:!!-s NO 
-.i:'MEMifERREOUESTS COPY 3 BE SENT TO THECEN.TRAL OFFICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS .MF AIRS ·-··)(··· i • 

(WASHINGTON, DCJ . IYES NO 

21.a. MEMBER SIGNATURE b. DATE 22.a. OFFICIAL AUTHORIZED TO SIGN (Typed nfi~, grade. t!tJe-, skyiMr1rr;,) b. DATE 
ESlGNED BY: Sl".BLlU·-i.VJ..T'TH (YYYYMMOUJ ES!GNED BY: HJ>.GLU1'\/LJ.RIC:tlARfJ. p 1133916797 I (Y•"Y)'!,tfMC'f:.•; 

EW. LI-_Ol'-1G:_n:E:?::SRC: - ·11>:4.59r!:, 2GlD0911 1'"'c'1,~;r>'..l"'' 
:;J .RICH!->.RD? H.JrJLUND. MCB PL.~J-J:";_; '"" C'? -:-·:::·cH 1'-~0--·-·>, 

23. TYPE OF SEPARA T!ON 
F--.F:<_,F;..\.S E ~::<.CM AC'T J \?;:;; 

DD FORM 214, AUG 2009 

SPECIAL AODIT!ONAL INFORMATION (For use by aufhofl?f:d ager..'.:i':!s <J-1!y) 

I 24. CHARACTER OF SERVlCE .'lrrl'-1'Je 0_ogudes} 

;:.,uTY fHONOEfa.BLE; 

---,..-3-o- MEMB'E"R"REOUESrs·cc;py-4 
:':nrDB'sJ MLS 

MEMBER-4 



:_.t.JJT10t./: NOT TD BE USED FD? 
:>::J.:'.TiFIC.C.. 'iON PURPOSES 

Tf.-l:S :s •\N !ti.PORT.ANT P.:ECORD 
$/-<.FEGUA.RD iT. 

CERTIFICATE OF RELEASE OR DISC!-!ARGE FROM ACTIVE DUTY 

DD FORM 214C. AUG 2009 

COMPONENT AND B~J.NCH 

H _·!:_,. l ·-

-----~? 
..,.....__"" 

\ -~) 

MUB l?Ll-J<S &: 

1-J-./Y ,t.L TEP.t.T!ON"S !N SHJ;.DED ARE.fa.$ 
RENDER FORM \t01:1 

··~-. 

. .=': ~--l?''::·l:'.::.·t::· ,---,.)?i.«~'E;,:-:. 

,_,.- _ r:: ,,__; _::. -,L: '" -

I 
b. DATE 

iYYYYVMOO_i 

l.::!-.J:ci.JlJ}i 
' 
MEMBER -4 



NAME 

SENATOR RORY J. RESPICIO 
MAJORITY LEADER 

I J\Jina 't rentai 7/·cs na f,ibeslatura n 
THIRTY-THIRD GUAM LEGISLATURE 

PUBLIC HEARING SIGN-IN SHEET 
Wednesday, July 15, 2015 • 10:00 AM 

I Uheslatura • Public Hearing Room • Hagatlia, Guam 

Appointment of Dinxtor, Departnwnt of Agriculture 
Length of TL'rm: To serve at the pleasure of the Governor 

AGENCY OR 
ORGANIZATION 

Page -~~of 'f 

EMAIL 



NAME 

SENATOR RORY.J. RESPICIO 
MAJORITY LEADER 

l lVJina'trcntai l"rcsna (;'utfhan 
TH!RTYTH!RD GUAM LEGISLATURE 

PUBLIC HEARING SIGN-IN SHEET 
Wednesday, July 15, 2015 • 10:00 AM 

I Uheslatura • Public Hearing Room • Hagatfia, Guam 

A ppoin trnent of , Department of Agriculture 
Length of Term: To serve at the pleasure of thl' Governor 

AGENCY OR 

Page 

EMAIL ADDRESS 



NAME 

SENATOR RORY J. RESPICIO 
MAJORITY LEADER 

J ;\1ina 'trcntai Tres na (Judban 
THIRTY-THIRD GUAM LEGISLATURE 

PUBLIC HEARING SIGN-IN SHEET 

Wednesday, July 15, 2015 • 10:00 AM 
I Uheslatura • Public Hearing Room • Hagatlla, Guam 

Appointment of rector, Department of Agriculture 
Length of Term: To serve at the pleasure of the Governor 

Page of 



NAME 
~ .. 
-1.;;4 '( () 

Ll1 u:rni:;n 

i(_;;i~i ·(;~ '"'~~\J 
~ 

SENATOR RORY J. RESPICIO 
MAJORITY LEAOER 

I 1lfi na 'trcntai }'"res na l,iheslaturan (;uahan 
THIR1YTHIRD GUAM LEGISLATURE 

PUBLIC HEARING SIGN-IN SHEET 
Wednesday, July 15, 2015 • 10:00 AM 

I Liheslatura • Public Hearing Room • Hagatiia, Guam 

Length of Term: To serve at the pleasure of the Governor 

- ·-................ 

AGENCY OR SUPPORT? WRITTEN ORAL 

ORGANIZATION OPPOSE? TESTIMONY TESTIMONY 
.. ~ .. ......... --C---~- .. .. ~·-·· 

D)f'\ C:< v·/ 

--· . """"~"-... 

........ _. 

Page of 

['',,.. ·- - . r; 
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Edward J.B. Calvo 
Governor 

Raymond S. Tenorio 
I,..t. ·Governor 

Deeartment of Agriculture 
Dipattamenton Agrikottura 

163 Dairy Road, Mangilao, Guam 96913 

Director's Office 
Agricultural DeY. Services 
Animal JJealth 
Aquatic & Wildlife Resources 
Forestry & Soil Resources 
Plant Nursery 
Plant Inspection Facility 

300-7964/65/66; Fax 734-6569 
300-7972173167; Fax 734-6569 
300-7965/66; Fax 734-6569 
735-3955/56; Fax 734-6570 
300-7975176; Fax 734-6569 
300-7974; Fax 734-6569 
475-1426/27; Fax 477-9487 

Acting Director's Confirmation Testimony 

Matthew L.G. Sablan 
Acting Director 

Jessie B. Pelican 
Deputy Director 

Buenas, Yan Hafa Adai Speaker Judith Won Pat, Vice Speaker Benjamin Cruz, Committee 
Chair for Agriculture Senator Rory Respicio and Senators of the 33'd Guam Legislature. 

My name is Matthew Leon Guerrero Sablan and I thank you for giving me the opportunity 
today to present my desire to serve a~ Director of the Department of Agriculture. 

I humbly ask your consideration on my confirmation as Director in order to continue 
providing a well deserved and effective management to the loyal and dedicated employees of 
the department whom continuously provide quality public service. 

Previously, as their Deputy Director and currently, their Acting Director, I witnessed their 
commitment in accomplishing the department's objectives and mandates regardless of any 
unforeseen challenges that they encounter. They truly are motivated and possess the "Can 
Do" attitude. 

I bring to the table my military and local government management and leadership 
experiences: 

Military: I am a retired Army Veteran with 26 honorable years of service as a Senior Non­
Commission Officer with the Guam Army National Guard and served on two Operation 
Enduring Freedom Deployments. 

Previous government service: I retired with 28 years as a Planner with the Department of 
Public Works. 

I was appointed by Governor Eddie Calvo as Deputy Director of the department from 
December 1, 2013 to May 3. 2015. 

Current: Again. On May 4th of this year. I was appointed Acting Director by Governor 
Calvo. 

Please see next page 



The following are accomplishments and current involvement during my appointment as 
Deputy Director and currently as Acting Director. 

Responsible for overseeing and managing the department's operations. 

Committee member with GEDA for the construction of the new Farmer's Market 
Building and Flea Market facility scheduled for completion in August, 2015 

Coordinated the importation of 17 cattle from Saipan in August and September 2014 as a 
result ofBill 297-32 introduced by Speaker Judith Won Pat, Senator Tina Muna Barnes and 
the late Senator Ben Pangelinan and signed into Public Law 32-161 by Governor Eddie Baza 
Calvo in May 2014. 

Currently. overseeing and coordinating with the Department of Public Works on the 
administrative phases for the construction of the 'Pasco de Susana Fishing Platf(1rm which is 
scheduled for completion in February, 2016 which will be a venue utilized during the 12tl' 
Festival of Pacific Arts in May, 2016. 

Member of the Medical Marijuana Advisory Board as of February 16, 2015 as a result of 
PL 32-237. 

Task force member of the proposed Pago Bay Boat Ramp Project. 

As a council member appointed by Governor Calvo, attended the 162"0 and 163rd Western 
Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Council meetings in March and June, 2015 in 
Honolulu, Hawaii. The council funded $250,000.00 for the Fishing Platform construction 
project 

Future involvements: 

Tree Ordinance Working Group Senator Rory Respicio 

Draft Bill for 'Civil Forteiturc Process for Seized Animals -~Vice Speaker Benjamin J. Cruz 

Tumon Bay Flood Mitigation - GEDA 
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Foresight 

To continue the struggle in building personnel capacity and acquiring more resources m 
reaching the goals and objectives of the depmiment as mandated by law. 

To bring back the basic services to the farming community. 

To build the agricultural iudustry by promoting grmvth and diversification in the areas of 
green house production, aquaculture. hydroponics, livestock and nursery. 

"fo promote greater use of organic practices in safeguarding the delicate island environment 
and protection of it's natural resources from synthetic chemicals. fertilizers, and poor farming 
practices for preservation for future generations. 

To increase awareness and community participation in combating invasive species and 
continue to be an advocate with respect to food security, bio-sccurity. and sustainability. 

To increase the protection and enforcement by Wildlife Conservation Officers of existing 
programs that deal with protected and endangered plant and animal species as well as marine 
preserves. 

To promote agriculture to it's Ji.ill potential which will bring many services and benefits to 
the community. 

To look forward in working with other government entities, local and federaL as well as 
sharing information from neighboring islands in the Western Pacific in regards to climate 
change, its effects on agriculture and natural resources as it impacts the island. 

To enable the learning and skills development as well as provide assistance with the homeless, 
the 'Rigalu' Foundation and other entities with similar programs. 

l will perform the roles and responsibilities as Director of the department. Anything is 
possible through cooperation, teamwork and direction. Nn hidden agendas but 
transparency and accountability, 

In closing, I would like to thank Governor Calvo for his trust and confidence in appointing me 
and my sincere appreciation to Oversight Chairperson, Senator Rory Respicio, Speaker Judith 
Won Pat, and Vice Speaker Benjamin Cruz and the rest of the members of the 33rd Guam 
Legislature for considering my confirmation for the office of Director of the Department of 
Agriculture. 

Si Yuus Maase. 

3 



July 15, 2015 

Oral testimony in the Confirmation Hearing for Mr. 

Matthew L.G. Sablan as Director of Agriculture 

Buenas, Yan Hafa Adai, Speaker Judith Won Pat, Vice 

Speaker Benjamin Cruz, Committee Chair for Agriculture 

Senator Rory Respicio and Senators of the 33rd Guam 

Legislature. 

My name is•· Jessie B. Palican, Deputy Director, Guam 

Department of Agriculture. 

I am here today to provide a written testimony on behalf 

of my superior, Mr. Matthew L.G. Sablan, Acting Director 

of Agriculture to the position of Director. 

It is with great pleasure that I write this testimony 

knowing that Mr. Sablan has the ability to perform 

the roles and responsibilities of the office of the 

Director. 



Without a doubt, Mr. Sablan has displayed a 

genuine interest in the mission of the Department 

and have taken on the many challenges of his 

predecessors. As a Director, Mr. Sablan will be 

working closely with his staff in addressing the 

issues and ultimately arriving to a solution that is 

both accountable and transparent. 

Mr. Sablan is also very capable and resourceful 

person in attaining the approach and most 

importantly, outcomes that will have a positive 

impact to the department, personnel and programs. 

The knowledge and experience he has obtained 

while in the National Guard and retiring as a 

Planner, Engineering Division, Department of Public 

Works, a plus, to effectively perform administrative 

responsibilities. He can easily be recognized for his 

mannerism and approach in dealing with personnel 

issues, to adapt and overcome. 



I am thankful for the opportunity to be part of this 

administration and to witness Mr. Sablan's 

appointment as Director of the Department of 

Agriculture. 

Thank you 1n advance for your favorable 

consideration and for having provided me this 

opportunity in submitting my testimony. 

SYM, 

Mr. Jessie B~Palican 



HAFA ADAI and Good morning, ML Chairman Committee Members. 

My name is Raymond A. Torres and I am here this morning before this 

august body to testify support of the confirmation of Mr. Matthew L.G. 

Sablan for the directorship of the Department of Agriculture. I believe Mr. 

Sablan should be given the opportunity since he accepted placing his 

name the hat to be Director. I place my confidence 

all of you to do the same. 

and I invite 

I have kno\vn ML Sablan for more than 42 years, 22 years as an employee 

who \Vorked directly under me in the Highway Planning, Research, and 

Programming Section of Highway Division, Department Public 

(GovGuam) 1 . He op,,,~n 

what meant to be a Public Works employee, but more importantly, what 

it meant to be a public servant in that every taxpayer is his employer. 

He learned to work with other employees of the different sections and 

DPW, as well as other the 

normal duties giving 

typhoon preparations 

who entirely capalble of a d11rec:torsJ:un 

We \¥ere \vorking a bettc:r 

cares 

TESTIMONY ON THE CONFIRMATION OF 
MATlHEW LG. SABLAN 

ocrrno DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE 

2015 
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The Department of Agriculture plays a very important role as it deals with 

the use of natural resources that must be protected and used "risely, 

otherwise it will cause harm for our Island and to the people who make it 

their home. 

After saying that, as a citizen I challenge Matt to not just think out of the 

box, but outside of of his traditional of "''AAu14 uJuJ'o"' 

and to open himself to see things beyond his ideas and party lines, to see 

a more global vision of what we, on our small Island, have offer all 

peoples based on how we care for our island resources and for each other. 

as they been over the 

years, will rmLpEtci: not just our island, but our ~u.cu and 

whole \Vorld. 

Let us begin this task together by confirming Matt Sablan as Director of 

Agriculture hopes that a new vision protection our resources 

can be realized on, first, a local scale, regional, and eventually advancing 

to a global scale for all peoples \Vho work for gift the 

our care. 

THANK YOU FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY 

AND l\/lAY 

SPEAK. GOD YOU 

SET 

TESTIMONY ON THE CONFIRMATION OF 

MATTHEW LG. SABLAN 
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Good morning, Chairman Respicio and members of the 

Committee on Rules, Federal, Foreign & Micronesia Affairs, 

Human and Natural Resources and Election Reform. For the 

record I am Conservation Recruit Nathan Rios an employee 

of the Department of Agriculture and I am here to offer my 

support on the nomination of Mr. Matthew Sablan to the 

position of Director for the Department of Agriculture. 

Please excuse me as I am quite the nervous person and this 

is my first engagement whatsoever in public speaking. I am 

doing this because I have been witness of the leadership 

skills that Mr. Sablan has and because I believe that he is a 

man of the people; in particular those that are entrusted 

with duties and responsibilities within our department. 

Since his appointment to the position of Deputy Director, Mr. 

Sablan has always made it a point to actively engage with 

the employees of the department by checking on those of us 

in the field, as well as those within the departmental 

grounds. He has made personal efforts to know who we are 

as individuals and what we do for the department. He has 

developed personal one-on-one relationships with many of 

us employees. And as a true leader, he would actively 

participate alongside employees in executing duties of 

those of us in my division. During his short tenure as Acting 

Director for our Department, I can honestly say that morale 

has been boosted and that our department is thriving with 

desire to get work done! Mr. Sablan has captured the 

attention of his employees by empowering them to make 



suggestions 

implemented 

on how best 

many of the 

we can operate and 

suggested changes by 

has 

our 

department personal. This action is indicative of a man who 

keeps his word and a person that is open to change for the 

betterment of the department, placing the Department 

before himself. Because of this he is respected and if I 

might add well accepted by the employees of our 

Department. 

For these reasons I endorse his nomination and I pray that 

you too will agree that Mr. Sablan is indeed capable of doing 

the job as the Director of Agriculture. 

Many good things will come about for our great island under 

his leadership at our department. 



July 15, 2015 

Honorable Rory J. Respicio 

Office of the Mayor & Vice Mayor 
124 Luayao Lane, Barrigada. Guam 96913 

Chairman. Committee on Rules, Federal, Foreign & Micronesian 
Affairs; Human & Natural Resources; Election Reform 
and Capitol District 

33r<l Guam Legislature 
Hagatfia, Guam 96910 

Re: Appointment of Matthew L.G. Sablan, Director, Department of Agriculture 

Mr. Chairman, Members of the Committee on Rules, Federal, Foreign & Micronesian 
Affairs; Human & Natural Resources; Election Reform and Capitol District Buenas yan 
Saludu para Todos Hamyu ginen taotao Barigada! Vice Mayor Jessie P. Bautista and 
myself, together with members of the Barrigada Municipal Planning Council are here to 
present testimony supporting the appointment of Mr. Matthew L.G. Sablan. to serve as 
Director. Department of Agriculture 

Prior to his appointment to serve as Director. Mr. Sablan served as the Department's 
Deputy director since 2013. With new leadership at the Department, we are confident 
that there be a more holistic approach towards solving our agriculture problems. With his 
experience. having served as a planner at the Department of Public Works together with 
almost 30 years in the Guam Army National Guard. we are confident that he will not fail 
us. 

In closing. we urge this Committee to submit its favorable report and for the Legislature 
to confirm his appointment as Director, Department of Agriculture. 

Sinseramente, 

JU~S ~l~y~· BLA 

/if 
JE'1ii P. BAUTISTA 

Vice Mayor 



phone: 6n-30!J-7965 

15 July 2015 

OjJ!ce of the Territorial Veterinarian 
163 Dairy Road 

Mangilao, Guam 96923 

enu1i/: guarnveril}gtnail. co1n 

To: The 33rd Guam Legislature 

fax. 671-734-6569 

Re: Confirmation Hearing for Director, Guam Department of Agriculture 

This letter is written in very strong support of the nomination for confirmation of Mr. 
Mathew Sablan. It has been my pleasure to work closely with Mr. Sablan as Deputy 
Director and Acting Director for the last two years. I believe that I am very well 
qualified to speak on his behalf. 

I can say frankly that I started off very skeptical about Mr. Sablan. Our recent experience 
in deputies had not been good. I quickly learned that my fears had no basis. Mr. Sablan 
had enjoyed a distinguished career in the U.S. Army and in the Government of Guam. 
He brought a wealth of experience and both innate and acqnired leadership skills that 
were perfect for our department. 

Mr. Sablan impressed all of us with his quiet, carefoL and thorough approach to all 
problems. He never gets excited, has never displayed anger. and simply unravels each 
problem. one at a time. As Deputy Director he calmed waters in the department that had 
been whipped into tempests by his predecessors. He never seeks personal recognition 
and seems almost completely devoid of ambition. He seems driven only by a strong 
desire to do a good job. 

There is mercy in brevity, and I will not say all that I could on behalf of Mr. Sablan. 
consider him to be a superior choice as Director. Guam Department of Agriculture. He 
brings uncommon intelligence. judgment. and leadership to a department very much in 
need of those traits. I hope that you will give only favorable consideration to the 
nomination of Mr. Sablan. Thank you for your attention. 

Thomas Poole, MPIL DVi\{ DACVPM 
Colonel, U.S. Army (Ret.) 
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May 14, 2015 

MEMORANDUM 

To: 

From: 

Subject 

Rennae Meno 
Clerk of the Legislature 

Senator Rory J, Respicio 
Majority Leader & Rules Chair 

Referral of Appointment 

As the Chairperson of the Committee on Rules, I am forwarding my referral 
of the following appointment: 

Appointee: Matthew L.G, Sablan 
Position: Director, Department of Agriculture 

For a copy of Mr, Sablan' s appointment packet, please visit the Guam 
Legislature's website at www,guamlegislature,com, Under the "Reports" 
menu select the "Messages & Communications" option and refer to: 

"Doc. 33GL-15-0451: Governor's message transmitting !he appointment of 
Matthew L.G, Sablan, to serve as Director, Department of Agriculture," 

Please ensure that the subject appointment is referred, in my name, to 
Senator Rory J, Respicio, Chairperson of the Committee on Rules, Federal, 
Foreign and Micronesian Affairs, Human and Natural Resources, Election 
Reform and Capitol District, I also request that the same be forwarded to all 
Senators of I lvfina'trentai Tres Na Liheslaturan Guiihan, 

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact our office at 
472,7679, 

Si Yu'os ma'Gse'! 
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Rory Respicio <cor@guamlegislature.org> 

First Notice of Public Hearing- Wednesday, July 15, 2015, 10: 00 A.M. 

Senator Rory J. Respicio <cor@guamlegislature.org> Wed, Jul 8, 2015 at 3:43 PM 
To: Benjamin JF Cruz <senator@senatorbjcruz.com>, Brant Mccreadie <brantforguam@gmail.com>, "Dennis G. 
Rodriguez" <senatordrodriguez@gmail.com>, "Frank Blas Aguon, Jr." <aguon4guam@gmail.com>, "Frank F. Blas 
Jr."<frank.blasjr@gmail.com>, Jim Espaldon <jespaldonesq@gmail.com>, "Judith T. Won Pat. Ed.D." 
<speaker@judiwonpat.com>, Mary Camacho <marycamachotorres@gmail.com>, "Michael F. Q. San Nicolas" 
<senatorsannicolas@gmail.com>, Nerissa Underwood <senatorunderwood@guamlegislature.org>, "Thomas 
(Tommy) Morrison" <tommy@senatorrnorrison.com>, "Thomas C. Ada" <tom@senatorada.org>, Tina Rose Muna 
Barnes <senator@tinamunabames.com>, "V. Anthony Ada" <senatortonyada@guamlegislature.org>, 
"hottips@kuam.com" <hottips@kuam.com>, "m1.0riety@pticom.com" <m1.0riety@pticom.com>, 
"news@guampdn.com" <news@guampdn.com>, "news@k57.com" <news@k57.com> 
Cc: phnotice <phnotice@guamlegislature.org>, Guam Legislature Clerks <clerks@guamlegislature.org>, mis 
<mis@guamlegislature.org>, "a1@guamlegislature.org" <al@guamlegislature.org>, "Vince P. Arriola" 
<1,parriola1@gmail.com>, Therese Ter1aje <tter1aje@guam.net>, Tom Unsiog <sgtarrns@guamlegislature.org>, Joe 
San Agustin <joesa@guamlegislature.org> 
Bee: Elaine Tajalle <etajalle@guamlegislature.org>, Jennifer Louise Dulla <jennifer.lj.dulla@gmail.com>, mary louise 
wheeler <mlwheeler2000@yahoo.com>, Mary MaralAlla <marym@guamlegislature.org>, "Rory J. Respicio" 
<roryforguam@gmail.com>, Tyrone Taitano <tjtaitano@cs.com>, "Vince P. Arriola" <1,parriola1@gmail.com>, 
"bdetry71@hotmail.com" <bdetry71@hotmail.com>, Eric Palacios <eric.palacios@epa.guam.9011>, Y-.ette Cruz 
<y1.ette.cruz@epa.guam.go11>, Rober1 Perron <rperron@ite.net>, Matthew Sablan <matt.sablan12@yahoo.com>, 
bewr1yda1As@liw.ca 

July 8, 2015 

MEMORANDUM 

To: 

From: 

All Members 

All Media 

Senator Thomas C. Ada 

Acting Otairman 

Subject 
A.M. 

First Notice of Public Hearing- Wednesday, July 15, 2015, 10:00 

Hdfa Adai' Please be advised that the Committee on Rules; Federal, Foreign & Micronesian Affairs; Human & 

Natural Resources; Election Reform and Capitol District will be conducting the following on Wednesday, July 
15, 2015, 10:00 A.M., the Legislature's Public Hearing Room: 



10:00 A.M. Public Hearing 

• Appointment of William T. Detry, Member, Guam Environmental Prok'Ction Agency Board 

Length of Term: Three (3) Years 

• Appointment of Matthew LG. Sablan, Director, Q,partment of Agriculture 

Length of Term: To servo at the pleasure of tho Governor 

Written testimony for the hearings should be addressed to Senator Rory J Respicio, Chairperson, Committee 
on Rules; Federal, Foreign & Micronesian Affairs; Human & Natural Resources; Election Reform and Capitol 
District, and may be submitted via email to org; fax to ) or hand­
delivery /mail to 155 8','Sler Place, Hagiitiia, Guam 96910. The hearings will be broadcast live on I-Ocomo 
channel 117 and GTA channel 21. Should sp<.'Cial assistance or accommodations be rnquired, please contact 
Elaine Tajalle at my office at 472-7679 or by e-mail at org. Si Yu'os ma'iise'' 

cc: Clerk of the Legislature 

Executive Director 

Legal Counsel 

Sergeant-at-Ann"i 

MlS 

AV 

u,,;fi•'"' leader J. Re;m!cio 
Committee on and Micronesian 

Humau and Natural Election Reform and District 
I Tres na Uheslaturan Guahan 

Ste. 302 

2015.07.0S_RJR PH Notice_5-Day for 2015.07.15.pdf 
284K 
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To: 

From: 

All Members 

AH Media 

Senator Thomas C Ada 
Acting Chairman 

l ;\Jina 'i r,:ntai 
TH!RlYTHIRD 

Subject: First Notice of Puhlic Wednesday. July 15, 2015, 10:00 A.M. 

i\dai! Please be advised that the (~onunittee on 
f-iun1an & Natural I\esourc1.'s; Election 

i<rnv>r•u on Wednesday, July 15, 2015, 10:00 A.M .• the Le~"'" 

& iv1icroncsian 

I)i:s!rict \vlH be 

Me1nbcr, C~uan1 Environmentzd Protection 

Length of "f'erm: 'Ihree Yt·ars 

/\ppointrnent of Matthe\-V L.G. Sablan, IJirector, 

Lene.rn of 'rern1: 'fo serve at the 

VVritten lestin1ony for the slH)tdd be addresst:·d to Sendtor J, 
(_'ornrnittec on Rules; & iv1icronesian ;:\ffairs; l,.tun1ttn & Natural Reso11rces; Election 

Reiorrn and c::apitol f}i:.,trlct, and n1ay be suJ,111itted via crnail to fa>- to 

, or to 155 t--lesk:r Place, Jl11'•rili'la.C;uan1 96910. ·rhe 
on [Jocon10 channel 117 and c;·r;\ channel 2L Should assistanc0 or accornn1cK{ations hf' ,.,.,rnm•'n. 

contact E.l;:dne T'ajalle at rny office at e-n1ail at 
·yu ·o~; 11111-':l-;;e'' 

Clerk ut th;_' L.C'i?;l>L;tun' 

Exec:utivl' Din <·tnr 

Legal ( uunsd 

'-)(1'.J'i 0 .. { (, 7 l 



Rory Respicio <cor@guamlegislature.org> 

Second Notice of Public Hearing-Wednesday, July 15, 2015, 10:00 A.M. 

Senator Rory J. Respicio <cor@guamlegislature.org> Fri, Jul 10, 2015 at 11:19 AM 
To: Benjamin JF Cruz <senator@senatorbjcruz.com>, Brant Mccreadie <brantfolguam@gmail.com>, "Dennis G. 
Rodriguez" <senatordrodriguez@gmail.com>, "Frank Blas Aguon, Jr." <aguon4guam@gmail.com>, "Frank F. Blas 
Jr."<frank.blasjr@gmail.com>, Jim Espaldon <jespaldonesq@gmail.com>, "Judith T. Won Pat, Ed.D." 
<speaker@judiwonpat.com>, Mary Camacho <marycamachotorres@gmail.com>, "Michael F. Q. San Nicolas" 
<senatorsannicolas@gmail.com>, Nerissa Underwood <senaton.mderwood@guamlegislature.org>, "Thomas 
(Tommy) Morrison" <tommy@senatormorrison.com>, "Thomas C. Ada" <tom@senatorada.org>, Tina Rose Muna 
Barnes <senator@tinamunabames.com>, "V. Anthony Ada" <senatortonyada@guamlegislature.org>, 
"hottips@kuam.com" <hottips@kuam.com>, "miariety@ptlcom.com" <miariety@pticom.com>, 
"news@guampdn.com• <news@guampdn.com>, "news@k57.com" <news@k57.com> 
Cc: phnotice <phnotice@guamlegislature.org>, Guam Legislature Clerks <clerks@guamlegislature.org>, mis 
<mis@guamlegislature.org>, "al.@guamlegislature.org" <al.@guamlegislature.org>, "Vince P. Arriola" 
<1.Parriola1@gmail.com>, Therese Terlaje <tterlaje@guam.net>, Tom Unsiog <sgtarms@guamlegislature.org>, Joe 
San Agustin <joesa@guamlegislature.org> 
Bee: Elaine Tajalle <etajalle@guamlegislature.org>, Jennifer Louise Dulla <jennifer.lj.dulla@gmail.com>, mary louise 
1Mleeler <mlwheeler2000@yahoo.com>, Mary Maral.illa <marym@guamlegislature.org>, "Rory J. Respicio" 
<rorylbrguam@gmail.com>, Tyrone Taitano <tjtaitano@cs.com>, "Vince P. Arriola" <1.Parriola1@gmail.com>, 
"bdeby71@hotman.com• <bdetry71@hotmail.com>, Eric Palacios <eric.palacios@epa.guam.go'P, Yiette Cruz 
<yiette.cruz@epa.guam.gO'P, Robert Perron <rperron@ite.net>, Matthew Sablan <matt.sablan12@yahoo.com>, 
be\erlydal.is@liie.ca 

July 10, 2015 

MEMORANDUM 

To: All Members 

All Media 

From: Senator Thomas C. Ada 

Acting <ltai.rman 

Subject 
10:00 A.M. 

Second Notice of Public Hearing- Wednesday, July 15, 2015, 

Hafa Adai! Please be advised that the Committee on Rules; Federal, Foreign & Micronesian Affairs; Human & 

Natural Resources; Election Reform and Capitol District will be conducting the following on Wednesday, July 
15, 2015, 10:00 A.M., the Legislature's Public Hearing Room: 



10:00 A.M. Public Hearing 

• Appointment of William T. Detry, Member, Guam Environmental Protection Agency Board 

Length of Term: Three (3) Years 

• Appointment of Matthew LG. Sablan, Director, Department of Agriculture 

Length of Term: To serve at the pleasure of the Governor 

Written testimony for the hearings should be addressed to Senator Rory J. Respicio, Chairperson, Committee 
on Rules; Federal, Foreign & Micronesian Affairs; Human & Natural Resources; Election Reform and Capitol 
District, and may be submitted via email to erg; fax to 472·3547; or hand­
dclivery /mail to 155 Hesler Place, Hagatfia, Guam 96910. The hearings will be broadcast live on llicomo 
channel 117 and GTA channel 21. Should spc'Cial assistance or accommodations be n.>quired, please contact 
Elaine Tajalle at my office at 472-7679 or by e-mail at Si Yu'os ma'iise'! 

cc: Clerk of the Legislature 

Executive Director 

Legal Counsel 

Sergeant-at-Arms 

MJS 

AV 

lllla:irnrllv leader J. Respicio 
Commi!lee on Fede:·al, and Micronesian 

Human and Natural Resources. Election Refurm and Oistnc! 
I MinaTrentei Tres na Lihes!aturen Guahen 

55 Hesler Ste. 302 
Guam 96910 

2015.07.10_RJR PH_Second Notice for 2015.07.15.pdf 
291K 



10,2013 

To: 

From: 

All Members 
All Media 

SeoJtor Thomas C Ada 
Artirw Chairman 

Second Notice nl Poblic Wednesday, 15, 2015, 10:00 /Ll\L 

,Adai_1 PleasC' be adv-ised that the (~ornrnittce on 
i Iun1an & Natural Ek~ction Rcforrn 

Years 

of Matthew L.(;, Sablan, L)irector, !Jepartn1ent of 
of l'errn: 'fo serve at the of the c:overnor 

VVrittcn for the should be addressed to Senator 
C~or:n1-r1ittee on I<ules: FcderaL 

i <'g,1! ( 

Ser_L,<'<>nl<•t Anns 

\1JS 

at n1y office at 

specE1i :1ssista11ce 

l) or e-rr1dil at 

& !V1icr1Jnesi:in /\.ffairs; 

\Vill be 

Board 

J 

Si 



9, 2fY15 

M.t. Matthew Sablan 

chm•n< of c\ ccmrn 

Road 
(~uarn. 969, 3 

!Ji.cectdr SabL.in: 

! .. lurnan l'::: Natural E.csources; Fle(tiOn Reforn1 c ..• ipmll [)istrict V\:·ill be 

ec11nes,dav. July 15, 2015, 10:00 H.oon1: 

M>•nohnc (~uant Envlronn1C'ntal Protection A<•ern-v Board 

• 
l .. ength o{ ~f\'rn1: ·ro si'rve at tht: of the (;overnor 

in·vitc you to t1ppear before this co1nrnittce and <nm•i,·i" h•«cl<in•nnv 

to extend this invitation to other interested rncrnbers of our 

to I 
;\ffairs; l·iun1an ,u1d '.\it.Itur~:d Resourc('S, Election Reforrn, and 

delivered or n1ailed tn mv office at 1.5S i lesler 

Pk,ase fevl 

T'"'"''''n' should be addressed 
and J'vlicrone;,ian 

and rnav be h;ind-

L1>-ed to Individuals cenuF1m1 socci;ii i>Ct.'Orn rn od a ti ,;ns, 
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Rory Respicio <cor@guamlegislature.org> 

Notice of Public Hearing-Wednesday, July 15, 2015, 1O:00 A.M. 

Senator Rory J. Respicio <cor@guamlegislature.org> Fri, Jul 10, 2015 at 11 :25 AM 
To: Matthew Sablan <matt.sablan12@yahoo.com> 
Cc: bewrtydalAs@lil.e.ca 
Bee: Elaine Tajalle <etajalle@guamlegislature.org>, Jennifer Louise Dulla <jennifer.lj.dulla@gmail.com>, mary louise 
wheeler <mlwheeler2000@yahoo.com>, Mary MaralAlla <marym@guamlegislature.org>, "Rory J. Respicio" 
<roryforguam@gmail.com>, Tyrone Taitano <tjtaitano@cs.com>, "Vince P. Arriola" <1.Parriola1@gmail.com> 

July 9, 2015 

VIA E-MAIL 

matt.sablan12@yahoo.com 

Mr. Matthew Sablan 

Acting Director 

Department of Agriculture 

192 Dairy Road 

Mangilao, Guam 96913 

Subject Notice of Public Hearing-Wednesday. July 15. 2015. 10:00 A.M. 

Dear Acting Director Sablan: 

Hafa Aiiai1 Please be advised that the Committee on Rules; Federal, Foreign & Micronesian Affairs; Human & 

Natural Resources; Election Reform and Capitol District will be conducting the following on Wednesday, 
July 15, 2015, 10:00 A.M., the Legislature's Public Hearing Room: 

10:00 A.M. Public Hearing 

• Appointment of William T. Detry, Member, Guam Environmental Protection Agency Board 

Length of Term: Three (3) Years 

• Appointment of Matthew LG. Sablan, Director, Department of Agriculture 



Length of Term: To serve at the pleasure of the Governor 

I invite you to appear before this committee and provide testimony on your appointment. Please feel frL>e to 
extend this invitation to other interested members of our community. Testimony should be addressL'Cl to 
Majority Leader Rory), Respicio, Chairperson, Committee on Rules; Federal, Foreign and Micronesian Affairs; 
Human and Natural Resources, Election Reform, and Capitol District, and may be hand-delivered or mailed 
to my office at 155 Hesler Place, Hagiitfia, Guam 96910; e-mailed to or faxed to ) 
472~547, Individuals requiring special accommodations, auxiliary aids, or service shall contact and submit 
their request to Elaine Tajalle at my office. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me, should you have any questions or concerns. [ look forward to your 
attendance and participation. 

Seneramente, 

Thomas C. Ada 

Acting Chairman 

'°""'inn and Micronesian Affairs, 
Human and Natural Resources, Election Reform and Capitol District 

MinaTrentai Tres na Uheslaturan Guahan 
155 Hesler Ste. 302 
Hl'Jgatna, Guam 96910 

472-7679 
472~3547 

2015.07.09_RJR PH Notice_Sablan.pdf 
323K 
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Mr. Eric M. Palacios 

/\dn:1in istrator 
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Rory Respicio <cor@guamlegislature.org> 

Notice of Public Hearing-Wednesday, July 15, 2015, 10: 00 A.M. 

Senator Rory J. Respicio <cor@guamlegislature.org> Fri, Jul 10, 2015 at 11:22 AM 
To: Eric Palacios <eric.palacios@epa.guam.gov> 
Cc: YI.Elite Cruz <y1.ette.cruz@epa.guam.gov>, Robert Perron <rperron@ite.net> 
Bee: Elaine Tajalle <etajalle@guamlegisla1ure.org>, Jennifer Louise Dulla <jennifer.lj.dulla@gmail.com>, mary louise 
wheeler <mlwheeler2000@yahoo.com>, Mary Maral.411a <marym@guamlegislature.org>, "Rory J. Respicio" 
<roryforguam@gmail.com>, Tyrone Taitano <tjtaitano@cs.com>, "Vince P. Arriola" <1.parriola1@gmail.com> 

July 9, 2015 

VIA E-MAIL 

eric.palacios@epa. quam. gov 

Mr. Eric M. Palacios 

Administrator 

Guam Environmental Protection Agency 

P.O. Box 22439 

Tiyan Barrigada, Guam 96921 

Subject Notice of Public Hearing-Wednesday. Iuly 15. 2015, 10:00 A.M. 

C\,ar Mr. Palacios: 

Hafa Adai! Please be advised that the Committee on Rules; Federal, Foreign & Micronesian Affairs; Human & 

Natural Resources; Election Reform and Capitol District will be conducting the following on Wednesday, 
July 15, 2015, 10:00 A.M., the Legislature's Public Hearing Room: 

10:00 A.M. Public Hearing 

• Appointment of William T. Detry, Member, Guam Environmental Protection Agency Board 

Length of Term: Three (3) Years 

• Appointment of Matthew L.G. Sablan, Director, C\,partment of Agriculture 



Length of Term: To serve at the pleasure of the Governor 

I invite you to appear before this committee and provide testimony on the appointment of Mr. William T. 

Detry. Please feel free to extend this invitation to other interested members of our community. Testimony 
should be addressed to ·Majority Leader Rory J. Respicio, Olairperson, Committee on Rules; Federal, Foreign 
and Micronesian Affairs; Human and Natural Resources, Election Reform, and Capitol District, and may be 
hand-delivered or mailed to my office at 155 Hesler Place, Hagatiia, Guam 96910; e-mailed 
to or faxed to Individuals requiring special accommodations, 
auxiliary aids, or service shall contact and submit their request to Elaine Tajalle at my office. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me, should you have any questions or concerns. I look forward to your 
attendance and participation. 

Senem:mente, 

Thomas C. Ada 

Acting Chairman 

cc: lvfr. Robert Perron, Chairman, Guam Environmental Protection Agency Board 

2015.07.0S_RJR PH Notice_Palacios.pdf 
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SENATOR RORY J. RESPICIO 
MAJ0Rl1Y LEADER 

[]\/Jina {-rental Tres na f,ihcslatura11 (~'ulihan 
THIRTY, THIRD GUAM LEGISLATURE 

PUBLIC HEARING 
Wednesday, July 15, 2015 • 10:00 AM 

Legislature's Public Hearing Room • Hagatfia, Guam 

AGENDA 

I. Call to Order 

II. Announcements 

III. Items for Public Consideration 

• Appointment of William T. Member, Guam Environmental Protection 

Agency Board 
Length of Term: Three (3) Years 

• Appointment of Matthew LG. Sablan, Director, Department of Agriculture 

Length of Term: To serve at the pleasure of the Governor 

IV. Closing Remarks 

V. Adjournment 
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be ,iddrcSSl'd to 5.._,nator R<Jry _I. Rcsp!cin, Chairpvr<.:on, anJ nwy be subn1iltcd via hand-dl'li\-L'fY to nur ofrid_' or \lur n1ciilb1lx at !he 
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fV1CY.2015 Senator ResJiclo Holds Confirmation H.,.;rg fa- Actlrg ~ICLlhre DirectorMattrew LG. Sablan 

~nesday, 15 July 2015 

NEWS FIRST 
UYEsrREAll 

Senator Respicio Holds 
Confirmation Hearing for 
Acting Agriculture 
DirectorMatthew L.G. Sablan 
Written by Timothy Mchenry 

Members from various government sectors, old and new, 
offered their testimonials of support for Sablan. 

Guam - Acting Director of the Guam Department of Agriculture Matthew 

Sablan was present at a public hearing held by Senator Rory Respicio's 

committee on human and natural resources and the discussion turned lively 

after a former Vice Speaker took the opportunity to address some of the 
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8110/2015 Senator Respicio Holds Confirmation Hearl~ for Acting ;.\grlculture DirectorMattheYI LG. Sablan 

islands agricultural issues. 

'Tm gonna ask the nominee and perhaps you the senators to fold up 

the intent of the legislation and start with from people:· said 

Mr. Nelson, a Sablans. 

One Sablan's supporters was former vice speaker ted nelson. Mr. Nelson 

the opportunity to talk about various issues at!1ect1nq Guam agriculture. 

with Guam f"H·m•>r<t vvho nnicn.n says are 

and willing lo provide food for Guam's population, they just need government 

support. Nelson hopes Iha! Sablan will gamer this support. 

Nelson agriculture over as the 

number one in 

time I tum on the radio GVB GVB GVB is the number one industry. I 

lo tum !hat thing around, the permission of !he co-op, working with 

new director I think that the agriculture industry, !he cattle industry, we can 

restore Iha!," Mr. Nelson 

Once Sablan reached 

his ciClCUll nl1<:hnnP!'I" 

construction 

Nelson who was in 

podium lo give a statement, he mentioned some of 

member with GEDA 

an asset to 

in 

co1mn1iltee. hm""" lo vote on Sablan's 

says he is only one 

data:textlhtml;charset=utf-8.%3Cdiv%20Class%13Do/o22navbar-fixed-top'1/022%20style%130°/o22box-slzingo/o3A%20border-box%38%20posltion%3A0/o20fixed%,,. 213 



News Release 
For Immediate Release 

SENATOR RORY J. RESPICIO 
MAJOlmY LEADER 

I 1¥1ina 'trentai Tres na l~ihes/aturan (';u1ihan 
THIRTY· THIRD GUAM LEGISLATURE 

Smooth hearing for Agriculture Director appointee Matthew Sablan 
Senator Respicio calls Guam agricultural sector 'a sleeping giant' 

July 15, 2015- Senator Rory J. Respicio, oversight Chairperson for the Department of 
Agriculture, held a confirmation hearing this morning on the appointment of Matthew 
L.G. Sablan to serve as its Director. This confirmation hearing was very well attended 
and drew much support for the nominee. 

Supporters of Sablan ranged from uniformed agricultural officers who emphasized that 
their boss dramatically raised morale in the department, to longtime officials who 
attested to Sablan's lengthy service to both the Government of Guam and the U.S. 
military. 

Among those testifying was a veteran of decades of government-watching, Senator Ted 
Nelson, a former Vice Speaker of the Guam Legislature: "This is one of the most 
enjoyable public hearings that I ever attended. You have a young man being nominated 
and you've got the entire [Agriculture] department here to support him." 

Senator Respicio, who continues to describe Guam's agricultural industry as a 'sleeping 
giant' and the five other senators in attendance considered the nomination and had a 
variety of Guam agriculture-related initiatives and ideas that they expressed to Sablan. 

Senator Respicio urged a data-driven approach, in which Agriculture, working with the 
Guam Farmer's Cooperative would ensure that local farmers are better informed of the 
demand for their produce, pegging their crops to the food service needs of the 
Departments of Education, Youth Affairs, Corrections, the Hospitals as well as Guam 
hotels and restaurants. 

Respicio asked Sablan: "How can we import and export locally and regionally 
produced fruits and vegetables?" One matter which Sablan agreed to look into was the 
purchase years ago by the U.S. Department of Agriculture of a machine needed to 
fumigate such export produce through vapor heat treatment. 



Office of Senator Rory J. Respicio 
News RPlease 

July 15, 2015 
Page 2 of 2 

As an example of local agricultural potential, Senator Respicio said there is a plan to 
bring 20,000 pounds of taro from Rota for next year's FestPac. "The farmers from Rota 
are very excited. They're going to start planting at the end of the year, and by May, 
those crops are going to be ready to be harvested. I don't want to see just the seasonal 
permitting of these fruits and vegetables. If it can be done in this one instance, then this 
should be done year round." 

Other topics discussed included invasive species to include fire ants and rhinoceros 
beetles; the new Farmers Market in Dededo; best farming and fishing practices done in 
other countries; cattle importation; fishing, to name a few. 

The other five senators in attendance also expressed strong support for Sablan's 
confirmation. Speaker Judi Won Pat is expected to call the Legislature into session on 
August 10, 2015, and Senator Respicio said he is hopeful that a committee report will be 
submitted and that Mr. Sablan's confirmation will be among the items on the August 
session agenda. 

For more information, please contact Senator Respicio's office at 472-7679. 

Attachments: 

-30-

UNSWORN DECLARATION: l herPby dc-,,.Jare that the fnn~!'oing h 1n1c and .:orred to the be~t of my knowledge and hdid, under 

penalty Df perjury of th<e L:!ws of G1Mn<. this dedaratinn lX'ing ~worn and made in lit•u of an affiddvi! pursuant to Titlc 6 Guam Cndt' 
Annolated §·DOS, &l the place and date identified herein. 

Photo:> of Public Hearing on 7-15--2015 by the Office of Senator Rory], Respicio 



Rory Respicio <cor@guamleglslature.org> 

News Release: Smooth hearing for Agriculture Director appointee Matthew 
Sablan 

News Release <news@roryforguam.com> Wed, Jul 15, 2015 at 5:41 PM 
To: "hottips@kuam.com" <hottips@kuam.com>, "news@guampdn.com" <news@guampdn.com>, "news@k57.com" 
<news@k57.com>, john@m1.guam.com, jasmine@m1.guam.com 
Bee: phnotice <phnotice@guamlegislature.org>, Elaine Tajalle <etajalle@guamlegislature.org>, Jennifer Louise Dulla 
<jennifer.lj.dulla@gmail.com>, mary louise wheeler <mlwheeler2000@yahoo.com>, Mary MaralAlla 
<marym@guamlegislature.org>, "Rory J. Respicio" <roryforguam@gmail.com>, Tyrone Taitano <tjtaitano@cs.com>, 
"Vince P. Aniola" <1.paniola1@gmail.com> 

News Release 

For Immediate Release 

Smooth hearing for Agriculture Director appointee Matthew Sablan 

Senator Respicio calls Guam agricultural sector 'a sleeping giant' 

July 15, 2015- Senator Rory J. Respicio, oversight Chairperson for the Department of Agriculture, 
held a confirmation hearing this morning on the appointment of Matthew LG. Sablan to serve 
as its Director. This confirmation hearing was very well attended and drew much &upport for the 
nommee. 

Supporters of Sablan ranged from uniformed agricultural officers who emphasized that their 
boss dramatically raised morale in the department, to longtime officials who attested to Sablan's 
lengthy service to both the Government of Guam and the U.S. military. 

Among those testifying was a veteran of d<->cadt_>s of government-watching, Senator Ted Nelson, 
a former Vice Speaker of the Guam Legislature: "This is one of the most enjoyable public 
hearings that I ever attended. You have a young man being nominated and you've got the entire 



[Agriculture] department here to support him." 

Senator Respicio, >vho continues to describe Guam's agricultural industry as a 'sleeping giant' 
and the five other senators in attendance considered the nomination and had a variety of Guam 
agriculture-related initiatives and ideas that they expressed to Sablan. 

Senator Respicio urged a data-driven approach, in which Agriculture, working with the Guam 
Farmer's Cooperative would ensure that local farmers are better informed of the demand for 
their produce, pegging their crops to the food service needs of the Departments of Education, 
Youth Affairs, Corrections, the Hospitals as well as Guam hotels and restaurants. 

Respicio asked Sablan: "How can we import and export locally and regionally produced fruits 
and vegetabk>s?" One matter which Sablan agreed to look into was the purchase years ago by 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture of a machine needed to fumigate such export produce 
through vapor heat treatment. 

A5 an example of local agricultural potential, Senator Respicio said there is a plan to bring 20,000 

pounds of taro from Rota for next year's FestPac. "The farmers from Rota are very excited. 
They're going to start planting at the end of the year, and by May, those crops are going to be 
ready to be harvested. I don't want to see just the seasonal permitting of these fruits and 
vegetables. If it can be done in this one instance, then this should be done year round." 

Other topics discussed included invasive speck>s to include fire ants and rhinoceros beetles; the 
new Farmers Market in Dededo; b<->st farming and fishing practices done in other countries; 
cattle importation; fishing, to name a few. 

The other five senators in attendance al50 expr<-'SSed strong support for Sablan's confirmation. 
Speaker Judi Won Pat is expected to call the Legislature into session on August 10, 2015, and 
Senator Respicio said he is hopeful that a committee report will be submitted and that Mr. 
Sablan's confirmation -will be among the iten1s on the August session agenda. 

For more information, please contact Senator Respicio's office at 472-7679. 
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News Release 
For Immediate Release 

SENATOR RORY J. RESPICIO 
MAJO!U1Y LEADER 

I 1\4itut'trentai Tres nu J,ihcslaturan (;uiiban 
TH!RTY·THIRD GUAM LEGISLATURE 

Confirmation hearing for new Department of Agriculture Director 
Sablan to consider current Guam agricultural issues 

July 14, 2015- Senator Rory J. Respicio, who considers Guam's agricultural sector a 
'sleeping giant that when awaken,' would contribute much to Guam's economy, will 
chair [Wednesday's, July 15, 2015] today's confirmation hearing for Matthew L.G. 
Sablan, who has been appointed by Governor Calvo to head the Guam Department of 
Agriculture. 

The Hl a.m. hearing is before Senator Respicio's Committee on Rules, Federal, Foreign & 

Micronesian Affairs, Human & Natural Resources, Election Reform and Capitol District, 
which has oversight of agriculture. 

Respicio recognized ongoing efforts to promote Guam agriculture, such as the new 
Farmer's Market in Dededo, but he urged particular attention to increasing the 
purchases of local agricultural products for the school lunch program and the hotel and 
restaurant industries. 

Senator Respicio said the Department of Agriculture has an important role to play in 
Guam's bio·security and regional food security through programs aimed at eradicating 
invasive species, and providing for the regular importation and exportation of locally 
and regionally produced fruits and vegetables. 

For more information, please contact Senator Respicio's office at 472-7679. 

-30· 
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Rory Respicio <cor@guamleglslature.org> 

News Release: Confirmation hearing for new Department of Agriculture 
Director Sablan to consider current Guam agricultural issues 

News Release <ne'NS@roryforguam.com> Tue, Jul 14, 2015 at 5:27 PM 
To: "holtips@kuam.com" <hottips@kuam.com>, "ne'NS@guampdn.com" <news@guampdn.com>, "ne'NS@k57.com" 
<news@k57.com>, john@m~uam.com, jasmine@m~uam.com 
Bee: phnotice <phnotice@guamlegislature.org>, Elaine Tajalle <etajalle@guamlegislature.org>, Jennifer Louise Dulla 
<jennifer.lj.dulla@gmail.com>, mary louise wheeler <mtwheeler2000@yahoo.com>, Mary Mara'<illa 
<marym@guamlegislature.org>, "Rory J. Respicio" <roryforguam@gmail.com>, Tyrone Taitano <tjtaitano@cs.com>, 
"Vince P. Aniola" <1.paniola1@gmail.com> 

News Release 

For Immediate Release 

Confirmation hearing for new Department of Agriculture Director Sablan 
to consider current Guam agricultural issues 

July 14, 2015- Senator Rory J. Respicio, who considers Guam's agricultural sector a 'sleeping 
giant that when awaken,' would contribute much to Guam's economy, will chair [Wednesday's, 
July 15, 2015] today's confirmation hearing for Matthew L.G. Sablan, who has been appointed 
by Governor Calvo to head the Guam Department of Agriculture. 

The 10 a.m. hearing is before Senator Respicio's Committee on Rules, Federal, Foreign & 

Micronesian Affairs, Human & Natural Resources, Election Reform and Capitol District, which 
has oversight of agriculture. 

Respicio recognized ongoing efforts to promote Guam agriculture, such as the new Farmer's 
Market in Dededo, but he urged particular attention to increasing the purchases of local 
agricultural products for the school lunch program and the hotel and restaurant industries. 

Senator Respicio said the Department of Agriculture has an important role to play in Guam's 
bio-security and regional food security through programs aimed at eradicating invasive &pecies, 

and providing for the regular importation and exportation of locally and regionally produced 



fruits and vegetables. 

For more information, please contact Senator Respicio's office at 472-7679. 
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